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Latecoere. Casablanca – Toulouse Test Flight. 12th March 1919. 

The owner Pierre–Georges 
Latecoere was a passenger on 
both test flights. The pilot was 
Lemaitre who flew the Salmson 
2A2 n457 on both flights initial-
ly to Casablanca followed by the  
return flight to Toulouse. The 
route was Rabat, Malaga, Ali-
cante, and Barcelona; over the 
Pyrenees on the border between 
Spain and France, and terminat-
ing in Toulouse.The flight took 
24 hrs in all. The airmail postal 
rate was 15 cents (Maroc). 
The cover, which by its black 
border is clearly a mourning 
cover, on arrival in Toulouse was 
forwarded by surface transport 
to La Rochelle. 

A cover from Derek Pillage’s presentation at the South Coast meeting held on 27th June 2015 

The Pillage Trophy Meeting, 
May 2015 

Left. Stephen Reinhard, Captain AAMS 
team,  receives the new Pillage Trophy from 
Chris King, President RPSL. 

Right. View from the "Top Table" 
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The Newsletter 
President’s 2015 Annual Report 

Is it really a year since our last AGM? I've had to look 
at my last years diary to really convince myself. 

What a year it has been for BAMS; Saturday, 12th 
July, 2014, saw a successful joint meeting with the 
"Cinderella" Stamp Club. Then on the last day of  Au-
tumn "Stampex" (20th September), we had another 
joint meeting. This time it was with the "Crash & 
Wreck Mail Society" _ Then on 22nd November we 
gathered at the Royal P. S. London for our Christmas 
meeting. 

2015 kicked us off  with a London & Home 
Counties Group meeting at Rayleigh (Essex) Stamp 
Day, 28th March. Then came a visit to Normandy, as 
the guests of  the "Cercle Aerophilatelique Frangaise". 
A party of  five set sail from Portsmouth on Sunday 
12th April and returned Wednesday 15th April. We 
were joined there by a member from the Netherlands. 
This visit was in return from BAMS being Hosts at 
Shoreham in April last year. [Brief  report attached] 

Then, just a few weeks ago, 12th May, we held the 
fifth "Pillage Trophy", here at the "Royal". Both the 
BAMS and AAMS teams were constructed from 
“International" members. We were beaten by just two 
(2) points. Nothing, whatsoever, to be ashamed of. 
Material shown by both teams was outstanding, and 
all the competitors are to be congratulated. Already 
the AAMS has arranged that the 2017 match, will be 
held in the February in Sarasota, Florida. This will be 
in conjunction with the annual Sarasota Stamp Show. 
So we will be looking for contestants and supporters 
for that event. The teams normally consist of  five or 
six a side. Competitors are expected to travel with 
their exhibit. Interested? We always get treated royally. 
Think about it, and let me know. 

Also on the 12th May, the FISA Congress took 
place. As your representative, I tabled the motion to 
the effect that "FISA having run its course and 
achieved its target, it should be dissolved". I was al-
lowed to speak for the motion, before it was put to 
the vote. The motion was defeated. However we have 
"put the cat among the pigeons", and FISA have 
promised to: 

• Improve communication with member societies. 
• Publish transparent accounts, 
• Start organising and supporting Aerophilatelic & 

Astrophilatelic events. 
I recommend that we wait a year, to see if  im-

provements are made, before deciding on whether to 
resign from the Federation. 

We shall be organising further joint meetings with 
different societies, and I ask for your support at these 
events. 

Finally I must thank your "Team" that runs this 
Society of  ours. Behind the scenes we have taken a 
battering during the last 12 months, BUT, they are still 
in there working for the good of  your Society. I per-
sonally, am very thankful for their support. 

Bill Trower. 
Think not "What your Society can do for you: but what you 

can do for your Society" 
[with apologies to JFK] 

  

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

From the Editor 

 It would be remiss of  me not to write how grateful I 
am to those who have contributed to this issue of  Air 
Mail News. I would particularly like to draw to the at-
tention of  members the splendid contribution of  
Richard Beith on the subject of  LATI mail to USA 
via South America. It is a superb piece of  philatelic 
writing, well researched and peer reviewed, an exam-
ple to all those looking to contribute to the Journal in 
the future. Peter Wingent introduced an innovative 

sideline with his article illustrating and describing the 
peculiarities of  redirected mail. I am sure we all have 
covers in our collection with unusual frankings com-
bined with postage stamps from different countries. 
Peter’s article is a useful introduction to this fascinat-
ing topic, one worthy of  further study, hence the call 
for any examples that Peter has not illustrated. Please 
forward to me (my email address can be found in the 
list of  officers at the end of  the Newsletter). Duncan 

                                                            !                                                                                    i                                                            
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Crewe’s short article is a good example of  how a 
short article relating to a single cover can make a sig-
nificant contribution to our knowledge, as well as the 
value resulting from being a member of  the British 
Air Mail Society. 
The Pillage Trophy meeting at the Royal on 12th May 
was again a very successful gathering, the American 
Air Mail Society were once again successful, but the 
scores are getting closer and closer. Next time 
(Saratoga, 2017) we will return with the trophy for our 
trophy shelves. 
At the same time and place the FISA Congress con-
vened, during which as you will have read above our 
President proposed the disbandment of  the organisa-
tion. The motion was defeated, with only one vote in 
favour, our President! But the motion did provoke a 
very open discussion, the outcome proving most sat-
isfactory (see above). So an example of  ‘victory aris-
ing out of  defeat’, a good outcome. 
The Committee is seeking the services of  a member 
who would be prepared to act as a Communications 
Officer providing a monthly update for the notifica-
tion of  ‘breaking news’, and other matter of  an ur-
gent nature, to be distributed by means of  email. 
Please contact Peter Lister for further details. 
Results relevant to British Air Mail Society members 
at London 2015 were as follows: 
Cusworth, Martin; The 1893–1901 Telegraph Stamps of  
Chile and their Postal Use; Traditional Philately; Large 
Vermeil. 

Saundry, Richard; European Acceptances until 1939 for 
Mail Flown from New York; Aerophilately; Large Ver-
meil. 
Vasseur, Jean–Claude; Newfoundland Airmail; Aerophi-
lately; Large Gold. 
Jean–Claude Vasseur was also the recipient of  the 
British Air Mail Society’s Airmail Trophy presented to 
him by our President. For a full list of  the results, see 
http://www.london2015.net/palmares/ 
Congratulations to all. 
Such are also due to Peter Wingent, recipient of  the 
American Air Mail Society’s (AAMS) Aerophilatelic 
Research Award for 2015, which “recognises out-
standing achievements in aerophilatelic research that 
serves as definitive or foundation works in aerophilat-
ely”. And to John Wilson recipient of  the Frank H 
Blumenthal Memorial Award for 2015 in recognition 
of  the “literary contributions of  members whose arti-
cles appear in the Air Post Journal”. 
Also to our North American members colleagues, 
Chris Hargreaves, elected to the Aerophilatelic Hall 
of  Fame, and for the L B Gatchell Literature Award 
for articles published in the Air Post Journal; and to 
Stephen Reinherd, the award of  AAMS Honorary 
Life Membership “… in recognition of  outstanding 
and exemplary service to the Society …”. 
My apologies if  I have overlooked anyone. 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Letters to the Editor 

Copyright and Reproductions 

I enjoyed very much Mark Tyx's articles that was pub-
lished in the May issue regarding the temporary Cuban air 
mail services at Guanatanamo Naval Base in 1934 and 
1939.  I am, however, a little perturbed by your compli-
mentary attribution to Mark for his three articles from the 
'Bulletin of  the California Air Mail Society" which it appears 
you have reproduced in their entirety.  You said, page 16, 
that you were most grateful to Mark for his permission to 
reprint these three interesting articles. (Ed. I did this not neces-
sarily for copyright reasons, but as basic good manners – Mark could 
have said ‘No’.) 

I am not convinced, though I freely admit I could be 
entirely wrong, that once published, the author retains 
copyright over an article he or she has written.  I state this 
from the stand–point of  a former Editor of  our journal.  
When I assumed office in 1999 I found among my papers 
forwarded me by my predecessor, Roger Stanley–Smith, 

an offering from a very experienced Israeli collector con-
cerning pigeon mail that was provided me with back up 
material in the form of  a photographic extract from a 
Jerusalem newspaper.  I published the newspaper extract 
in its entirety and was subsequently contacted by that 
newspaper threatening to sue the BAeF for infringement 
of  copyright.  After several sleepless nights I decided to 
brazen it out, I apologised for not having sought permis-
sion to publish, and said because the BAeF was a small 
society with limited resources if  they sued us the damages 
they would eventually get would not be worth their while.  
Luckily for the reputation of  BAeF I heard nothing fur-
ther from the Israeli newspaper.  I think they were just 
trying it on. 

Following this "near death experience" I sought ad-
vice from various sources and the concensus was that 
once an article has appeared in print, unless the author 
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earlier stated he wished to retain copyright, that article, 
having been published, now became the intellectual prop-
erty of  the publishers, and permission to re–publish 
resided in the Editor of  that journal.  During my period 
of  tenure as Editor, Air Mail News, I often was made 
aware of  articles of  the greatest interest to our readers, 
that had been published in other philatelic journals.  In this 
regard I always endeavoured to obtain permission from 
Editors to re–publish articles, and this was always granted.  
I was always particularly careful to give full attributions.  I 
even asked permission of  Editors of  other journals 
should I wish to re–publish articles that I had earlier au-
thored myself.  It is a matter of  courtesy, if  not a legal 
requirement. 

As Editor, I was also very keen not to accept articles 
from willing contributors that I knew were also being pub-
lished simultaneously elsewhere in any of  the other main-
stream philatelic journals.  Letting aside for the present the 
possibility of  multiple–ownership of  copyright for articles 
published in more than one journal, many collectors find it 
a distinct 'turn off' to find the same articles repeated in all 
their current aero journals.  At one time Jim Graue, Editor 
"Air Post Journal", John Duggan, Editor "Zeppelin" and my-
self  as Editor "Air Mail News" had a gentlemen's agree-
ment not to re–publish current articles from each other's 
journals.  Conversely when Editors of  other journals 

asked my permission to re–publish articles that had ap-
peared in "Air Mail News" I was only too willing to oblige, 
but my rule of  thumb was not to grant permission until 
three years after the  article had first appeared. I also ad-
vised Editors to additionally obtain permission from the 
authors, again as a matter of  courtesy. 

The above remarks pertain only to articles that are re–
published in their entirety.  Once articles have been pub-
lished they are now essentially in the public domain, so 
collectors are usually quite at liberty to cite information 
gleaned from such articles or incorporate extracts from 
them into new publications.  It is important, however, to 
give attributions/ references – again as matter of  courtesy 
but also to allow readers to read source material them-
selves, should they so wish. 

Of course, getting back to Mark Tyx's excellent three 
articles it is clear the original journal of  publication no 
longer exists so you would never have run into any copy-
right problems. 

I would be very interested in other readers' points of  
view as to who actually owns the copyright of  published 
articles – the author or the publishers?  It may require in-
terpretation of  international law.  As I say, I could be en-
tirely wrong in my point of  view, but from earlier investi-
gations I am of  the opinion copyright does nor ordinarily 
reside with the author. 

Richard Saundry. 

 

Competitive Exhibiting 
28th May 2015 

Dear John, 
Please will you find it possible to print the above mentioned subject in a future issue Air Mail News. I feel I would 
like to put into print a few words concerning Exhibitions and their marking standards. I have been a member of  
the British Air Mail Society for 30–40 years and have collected continuously over this period. 
My first exhibit was in 1987 at Stampex in London and my last will be London 2015 Europhilex. I have exhibited 
all over the world in BI–National, European and International levels – in fact about 30–35 times in total. 
What I am really complaining about is the inconsistency of  the marking, especially that for London 2015. I have 
attained two Gold Medals at International level and at least four Gold Medals at European level including special 
class prizes at Prix Winners Class and a Large Gold again at European level. Much to my surprise, I only achieved 
87 points at Vermeil level at 2015. The exhibition was excellent by all other standards and really conformed to an 
International Exhibition but the level of  marking should have been European . 
I can hear someone saying – Oh! he is feeling sour grapes because of  a poor mark – but this is only my opinion 
of  a situation. 
Finally, I would like to know why the UK marking bears no relationship to the rest of  the world. Is it that there is 
some form of  superiority involved? 
Thanks to all of  you in the club – it has been a great lifetime collecting airmails – I don´t know how I would have 
managed without you. No more exhibiting though. 
Yours 

Graham Cosh 
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Thailand Forgeries 

Sir,
I should like to draw the attention of your readership to this, and   

similar, supposed first flight covers. They are ALL fakes, regardless
of reserve price or the importance of the auction.

The problem is, the basic Henry Waugh covers are perfectly genuine
and are collected for their censor marks, post marks and rates.
It is the additional markings, 'First Flight Cover', 'Per Air
and ‘Written in English' which turn them into fakes, by somebody who
managed to round up large number of the basic covers years after,
they were posted, and then decorate them with what looks like a 'John
Bull’ printing outfit.

Of course, there never was any such first flight, and at any
it is impossible that every cover – dated between 1939 and 1941 –
should have its own first flight.

As far as I know they are not still being manufactured, but these
covers come up in auction quite frequently, i.e. every few weeks,
including foreign auctions such as Dutch and German. This might not
matter greatly if the covers were a pound or two, but the latest two
in a major November auction had estimates/reserves of I00(,(Euros) and
170C(Euros) respectively. All the covers have the same superscriptions,
were sent to Penang from all over Thailand, and are dated just pre–war.

I find it so dispiriting to think of the buyers paying, in good faith,
a high price for something essentially worthless.

Yours etc.,
John Garner.

The Thailand Philatelic Society.

�

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

                                                            !                                                                                    iv                                                            



August 2015                                                                  Air Mail News                                                    Vol 58. No 230

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

Held on 6th June 2015 at the Royal Philatelic Society of  London commencing at 1400 hrs. 
As we do not have a secretary (minute or general) what follows are the salient notes of  the 

happenings. There were 12 members in attendance, with apologies from two others. 

The chairman opened the meeting at 13.45hrs, and thanking those that had taken the time and interest to attend. 
• A break was taken from the norm, to present a British Air Mail Society Bronze medal to John Symons, in thanks for his 

fine efforts with our Society’s organ publication; in getting it to the standard it is, despite suffering ill health. 
• As the previous AGM notes for 2014 were published in the August 2014 issue of  Air Mail News, the Chair asked that 

they be accepted. There were no matters arising. This was agreed and the Chair signed his personal copy as the record. 
• The Treasurer’s report was circulated and accepted. 
• The Auctioneer reported that three auctions had taken place, and had been successful, however drops in quantity for the 

auction this morning were down on previous. 
• The Editor reported that the Journal was in fine fettle, and consideration will be given for it to be published in full colour 

in the near future. [See AOB] 
• The Librarian reported that little use of  the library had been made.  Some missing borrowed volumes had been recov-

ered from deceased members property. Although one volume that had been lost, it is still to be replaced. 
Reports from the Region : 
• The organisers present all reported on their respective areas meetings.  Some of  them noted that numbers were drop-

ping.  Josh Spoor, of  the South Coast Group, raised the subject of  future International meetings. [see AOB] 
Election of  Officers: 
All current Officers have agreed to continue, and were elected en bloc. 
• The Hon. Accounts Examiner, P.Wood,  had agreed to continue.   
Any Other Business. 
• The request for a mandate for Josh Spoor to investigate the possibility of  running an "International Co–operation Meet-

ing", (perhaps with the assistance of  FISA) was given the meeting’s approval. Josh was thanked for his enthusiasm in 
taking the task on. 

• Approval was sought by John Symons for printing the Air Mail News in full colour. This would require changes to the 
present arrangements for the publication of  the Journal, but there is a strong chance that, including shipping costs, there 
would be a savings on current expenditure. The meeting approved the change. 

• Peter Lister proposed a volunteer should be sought to perform the function of  “Communications Officer”. This posi-
tion would be to produce a short Newsletter, transmitted via the internet, at monthly intervals between the quarterly is-
sues of  the Air Mail News. It was thought (and proved) that members do not remember meetings or other arrange-
ments, published in the AMN and/or the Web Site, before the event. There was no volunteer from the body of  the 
meeting.  Position has yet to be filled. 

There were 5 entries in the "Wotherspoon Cup" competition. Six points separated the winner from the lowest points, who 
was adjudged to be John Crowe. 
There was only one entry in the "Air Mail Shield", which was won by Josh Spoor. 
The meeting closed. There were no individual displays by members. 
E&OE 

Bill Trower, President 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Society News 

Combined Meeting. 

Malaya Study Group & British Air Mail Society, 13th February 2016 

The following communication was received by our President in April of  this year from the Honorary Secretary of  the 
Malay Study Group. Bill welcomed the proposal, and agreed that it would be an attractive addition to our programme, ac-
cepting the invitation on behalf  of  the members of  British Air Mail Society. 
The meeting has been added to the Events Calendar. Ed. 

                                                            !                                                                                    v                                                            
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Dear Bill, 
I believe that Len Stanway may have spoken to you previously about this: The Malaya Study Group likes 

to have occasional meetings where we invite other specialist societies to join us as guests for a Display Meeting. 
(We have recently had successful such meetings with our sister society, The Sarawak Specialists Society, and with 
the GeoSix Society.) 

We thought it would be good to invite members of  the BAMS to be our guests at an airmails display on Sat-
urday, 13th February 2016. We would, of  course, carry all venue etc. costs. The venue is Spink, 69 Southampton 
Row, London WC2. The venue is particularly convenient for King's Cross and Euston but also easily reached from 
Victoria, Liverpool Street, Marylebone/ Paddington, London Bridge and Waterloo and the Central and Piccadilly 
lines. 

The provisional title for the Display is 'Far East and Horse–shoe route airmails'. But the MSG 2016–17 pro-
gramme has not yet gone to print so we could easily be flexible on scope for the display. (On a personal note, 
whilst I am a total Malaya nut, some of  the most fun covers I own/ have seen are incoming/ transit airmail covers 
from other parts of  the world: such wider displays help stop us becoming too parochial!)  

I do hope this idea would be welcome to you and your members and that the proposed date is far enough 
ahead to be workable for you. 

The usual format is that we gather at Spink from c12.00 hrs, where coffee/tea and biscuits are available. At-
tendees bring their own picnic lunches (there are several supermarkets/ sandwich bars within 3 minutes' walk of  
our venue). Displays start at 13.15 hrs and usually conclude between 16.30 and 16.45 hrs. No doubt BAMS has a 
similar 'In the Pub Afterwards' custom as we do. There is a perfectly acceptable wine–bar within 2 minutes of  our 
venue to which a number of  us tend to repair to discuss the day and other philatelic matters. BAMS guests would 
be very welcome to join us for after–display refreshments. 

Do please let me know if  the idea is welcome to you and your members and that the proposed date works. 
We can then liaise on the details to make a fun philatelic afternoon. 

With best wishes 
Dominic 

Dominic Morris CBE 
Hon Sec, Malaya Study Group 

 

International Joint Meetings, 2014 – 15 

As you are aware, the British Air Mail Society (BAMS) has participated in two joint meetings with the French Cer-
cle Aerophilatelique, last year at Shoreham Airport, and this year in Normandy, where the British contingent par-
ticipated with presentations to members of  the French Society and other philatelic associations attending from 
across mainland Europe. 

By any standards, both the visit by the French to Shoreham and that of  BAMS to Normandy have to be 
classed as highly successful. 

What is important to stress is how much our opposite numbers in Europe enjoyed both visits thereby gaining 
maximum fulfilment. There was an appetite amongst those present at these joint meetings for further gatherings; 
with interest expressed for similar events in the future by both the Dutch and Belgian contingents who were 
present in Normandy. This is also the view of  the South Coast Group, Normandy should not be seen as an end, 
but a portent for the future; one which can only be of  benefit to aerophilately throughout Europe, and an appro-
priate foil to the British Air Mail Society and American Air Mail Society Pillage Trophy Meetings. 

The future looks bright for this aspect of  cooperative international aerophilately, and further joint meetings 
should be encouraged. 

Whilst the South Coast Group is prepared to organise and facilitate attendance at these meetings, both in the 
United Kingdom, and at the European mainland venues, it will of  course need the support of  our members, and 
committee, which I solicit. Please forward your comments and support to the editor. 

Josh Spoor 
Organiser for South Coast Group 
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Pillage Trophy Competition 

The 12th May 2015 saw the British Air Mail Society host our bi–annual competition, the Pillage Trophy, between us 
and the American Air Mail Society (AAMS). 

Held at the Royal Philatelic Society of  London under the sponsorship of  Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, Dan-
bury, CT, USA and the Association of  British Philatelic Societies. (ABPS). 

This was the fifth such competition, and yet again the American Airmail Society were the winners.  BAMS 
have nothing to reproach themselves for, as there were only two (2) points separating the teams.  The competition 
consisted of  ten frames each of  sixteen sheets of  Aerophilatelic material. 

The teams were made up from members of  each respective society from around the world: 

AAMS Team members: 
 Stephen Reinhard (Capt.) U.S.A.                     
 Allen Klein U.S.A.                                           
 Pradip Jain India                                            
 Derrick Pillage U.K.                                      
 Dominique Petit France                                   

BAMS Team members: 
 Peter Lister (non competitive Capt.) U.K.         
 Jeffrey Booth U.K.                                        
 Jacques Bot Nethe r l ands                                           
 Gérard Collot France                                       
 John Crowe U.K.                                          
 Martyn Cusworth U.K.                                  

A truly international ensemble indeed.  We sincerely thank both our most generous sponsors for their sup-
port, and also the RPSL for allowing use of  their facilities, and, of  course, the contestants, without whom there 
would be no competition. The judges were Ray Todd and Ross Wood (Australia), who stated that "the standard 
was indeed extremely high". 

At the Awards Dinner, medals to the runners up were presented by the sponsors David Coogle, and to the 
winners by Larry Gibson, directors of  Kelleher Auctions. The new Pillage Trophy (smaller in size, but not in 
stature) was presented to the winning captain, Stephen Reinhard, by Chris King, President of  the Royal Philatelic 
Society of  London,. 

The next occasion for the Pillage Trophy competition will be 2017, when the hosts will be the American Air 
Mail Society. It is planned to be held in Sarasota, Florida. 

Bill Trower 
Publicity Manager 

British Air Mail Society 

My thanks also to Pradip Jain for his email and report of  the Pillage Trophy meeting. I apologise to him for lack 
of  space to include its content, but hope I will be able to do so in a forthcoming issue of  Air Mail News. 

 

AGM Auction Results 

   The AGM Auction was carried out very successfully with 32 successful bidders with purchases amounting to 
£3240, the lots being supplied by 11 members. However I personally thought that this was very disappointing due 
to the lack of  good lots, as only about 60% were sold, the remainder were mainly the lower priced items. Thus this 
shows that good items fetch good prices. Also the attendance in the room was much lower than in the past, which 
may reflect on the result. 

Peter Lister 
Auctioneer 

London Meeting 

The London meeting due to be held at the Royal on 7th November 2015 has been cancelled, due to the likely lack 
of  attendance as evidenced by last year’s meeting and this year’s AGM, coupled with the high cost of  the room. 
These two factors taken together made the committee decided it was financially not viable. 
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Volunteer Required 

The committee realise that communication within the society needs to improve, thus they would like a volunteer 
to send out an email (To those with an email address) on a monthly basis, listing events taking place that month, 
or urgent notices such as cancellation of  meeting, or funeral arrangements, and other matters needing urgent at-
tention, such as the item above. 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Events Diary 

For those members who like to plan ahead, perhaps to arrange travel plans or prepare exhibits, the following are a 
selection of  events for the coming months and years.

Regional Meetings  

2015 
Midlands Group 

1st November, Sunday: Conkers, National Forest Centre, Moira, near Swadlincote. 'Nyasaland Airmails' by 
Tony Plumbe. Contact Laurence Kimpton, 01564 771851, l.j.kimpton@macunlimit-
ed.net, if  you wish to attend. 

Scottish Group

17th October, Saturday:  Perth, Dewars Centre. Stirling and District Philatelic Society. SCOTEX  

South Coast Group 

27th June: Members Afternoon:  Something Old/Something New  
26th September: Ian Nutley: Flying down to Rio  
21st November: Saturday end of  season meeting: Talk/displays TBA 

British Air Mail Society 
2015 
7th November: THIS MEETING IS CANCELLED.

2016 
4th June: AGM, Royal Philatelic Society, London 
3rd December: Christmas meeting, Royal Philatelic Society commencing at 1000 hours. 

Other 
2015 
17 Sep 2014 – 20 Sep 2015: Autumn Stampex. Full National Exhibition. With all classes.

Anniversary of  GB Overprints Society; 45 Years 
2016 
13th February: Combined Meeting, Malaya Study Group & British Air Mail Society, commencing at 

1200hrs approximately. Venue: Spink, 69 Southampton Row,
TBD Spring Stampex. Full National Exhibition. With all classes 
28th May – 4th June: World Stamp Show. Javits Convention Center, New York City, NY, USA 
TBD: Autumn Stampex. Full National Exhibition 

King George VI Collectors Society. www.kg6.info

Details of  Asian and Australasian philatelic events can be found at: Federation of  Inter–Asian Philately, <http://
www.asiaphilately.com/Calendar.html>  

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 
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Regional Reports 

Solent Group 

At the end of  May, the Solent group held its second very successful meeting at West Harnham, near Salisbury.  The new 
venue and excellent pub lunch attracted 12 BAMS members and we hope the numbers will grow in future.  The group is 
considering renaming itself, given that it is now covering a much wider catchment area of  members and we hope others will 
be tempted to attend our next meeting in the Autumn. 

Alan Whittaker showed all the flights made by Charles Ulm between December 1933 to December 1934, after the 
break up of  Australian National Airways Ltd..  Four return flights to New Zealand plus return Australia to Papua New 
Guinea flight, till his and his crew’s tragic death whilst trying to create a new record time crossing the Pacific from the U.S.A. 
to Australia in an Airspeed Envoy. 

John Berridge opened with a 45 page display of Mail to Ships Passengers and Crew sent by air. The display was designed to 
interest all those present by showing mail from over 30 different countries. Starting with a 1911 Coronation Aerial Post to a 
member of  the crew of  a Peruvian cruiser, from there he progressed through the 1920s and 30s with covers from every 
corner of  the world served by airmail services at that time. Many of  the covers shown had post cards of  the ship involved 
including an Australian one of  the Burns Philip vessel Marella passing under the newly constructed Sydney Bridge in 1939. 

Nick Arrow showed covers which were all relevant to Apartheid, and South Africa's recovery from its political ostra-
cisation which resulted from this. First was a cover to Vienna, on the occasion of  the Vorster/Mondale summit, going 
through some covers which showed the problems of  flying "round the bulge" and ending with various covers which celeb-
rated South Africa's welcome back after it abandoned Apartheid. 

Barbara Priddy described her display as “A bit of  modern rubbish more or less connected to West Africa” being 
mostly stuff  you think 'that's pretty, I fancy that', but are then unable to fit into your main collection. They are often difficult 
to research and write up even when they have a lot of  information on them. For example, one Larry Baxter manufactured a 
lot of  covers commemorating various occasions, on which famous people made important journeys by air and apparently 
sent the covers to the people concerned or the captain of  the aircraft on which they were travelling and asked them to carry 
the cover on the flight, sign it, and post it back to him. Sometimes they actually did. Other items included ham radio cards 
from Gambia, covers from the NASA space tracking station in Kano, balloon flights in Ghana, Mali and even Cape Verde; 
Concorde trial flights to South Africa via Liberia, a helicopter flight from a US Navy ship to Dakar; a USAF oceanographic 
survey flight from Dakar to Ascension; and a manufacturer's test flight from France to Ivory Coast and back.   

Sue Burn displayed “Wartime Mail between Australasia and UK from 1939–46.” She covered the route via the Med 
through India to Australia and NZ and in particular the changes in rates and routes as the war progressed via Hong Kong, 
China and Africa. In addition the start of  the importance of  the Pacific as an alternative through America by the new FAM 
routes via Hong Kong and Fiji to San Francisco with their much higher mail rates. This was also an exciting period with the 
changes brought by the Airgraph service and introduction of  the longest airmail route through Ceylon and the pioneering 
flight of  the Guba. 

E. Keith Lloyd’s display illustrated the turmoil in China in the late 1940s. The Nationalists and Communists were fight-
ing one another and the country was suffering from hyperinflation. In an attempt to stop this, the Nationalists replaced the 
China National Currency Yuan with the Gold Yuan in August 1948, but inflation continued and postage rates increased on 
average about once a fortnight during this period. In April 1949, the Gold Yuan was replaced by the Silver Yuan in those 
places still under Nationalist control. The display illustrated some of  the airmail rates during the Gold and Silver Yuan peri-
ods. In June 1949, ordinary adhesives stamps were in short supply in Canton and Kweiyang and, in those cities, meter 
stamps from Post Office meters were sold over the counter which were then used in place of  ordinary stamps. The display 
included two covers illustrating such usage. 

Peter Wingent showed a selection of  covers which travelled unusually long distances, Mauritius to The Gold Coast, 
Nyasaland to Argentina, French Sudan to Southern Rhodesia and Northern Rhodesia to The Gold Coast being examples.  
The complex routings were illustrated with maps and the seldom–seen rates were explained. 

Examples of  early mail carried by the US Marines in Haiti together with mail carried by the West Indian Aerial Express 
was shown by Trevor Buckell. He also displayed examples of  early FAM 5 flights. 

Wilf  Vevers gave a display that showed the start of  the air letter form service both to and from the Falkland Islands 
that commenced in 1944/45. This covered the first forms sent from England in 1944, the use by the Falkland Islands De-
fence Forces and the first use from the Falklands in 1945. Other areas covered included details of  the Army forms pur-
chased from the F.I. Defence Force, research into the eight overprintings of  forms with the words “Falkland Islands and 
Dependencies,” their distribution to the Post Offices in the Falklands and the Dependencies and examples of  their usage at 
the different rates in force in the period 1945 to 1950. 

Peter Wingent. 
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The North West Regional Group 
meeting held at Town Green on Sunday 19th April 2015 

Four members and one guest attended and apologies were received from Andrew Francis, Mike Griffith, Peter 
Ball, Tony Plumbe, Laurence Kimpton and Tom Poynton. Following the usual morning bourse the one sheet 
competition for the Les James Trophy was won by Alan Slater while the three sheet competition for the Jim Astley 
Trophy was shared by Duncan Crewe and Brian Hyner.  

After an excellent lunch the afternoon was given over to members’ displays. 
Brian Lythgoe showed British mail flown by SCADTA and included a range of  the GB overprint stamps in-

cluding sheets of  both the handstruck overprints and the later machine overprinted sets. He showed a range of  
commercial covers and postal stationery as well as SCADTA etiquettes and labels. 

Duncan Crewe presented a range of  Test letters sent by staff  in the Traffic Office of  Imperial Airways. This 
included material relating to both the African and Eastern route as well as examples sent to and from Europe and 
others sent by rival airlines to test the efficacy of  their services 

The display were completed by Alan Salter who showed a range of  Tongan airmails with covers carried on the 
TEAL survey flight including mail from Fiji to Tonga and signed covers from Tonga to Auckland. He also showed 
mail carried by the RNZAF flight in 1941 and the first Tongan internal airmail in 1942 before concluding with a 
range of  Crome produced covers carried on the Pan American Airways survey flight. 
All present expressed their appreciation to Ann for hosting the meeting and extending such generous hospitality. 

Duncan Crewe 

The South Coast Regional Group 

Report for the meeting held on  27th June 2015. 
A warm afternoon was also matched by the warmth of  the friendly banter between  the members. 
A talk was given by myself  on the British Air Mail Society AGM, together with a progress report on future events.  
It was particularly pleasing to welcome back Derek Pillage, who looked so well after his recent heart operation.  
Derek presented the first display, he is of  course an international renowned aerophilatelist, and he bought along some 

of  his “Latecoere” and “Lignes Ariennes Latecoere” collection (see centre pages for an example.). Derek was followed by 
Bill Legg  with a display of  postcards issued by Imperial Airways, letters from Airwork and a small display on Tommy Rose 
DFC (considered by me to be one of  the greatest pilots ever!!). Next up was Brian Asquith, our Patron, who showed China 
National Airways Corporation (1936)... simply stunning. Next up was John Bushall, with his “Proving flights to Chile in-
cluding KLM” (1952). We had an unusual and unique display by Barbara Priddy, an assortment of  Lufthansa. John Ham-
mond gave a superb display, concentrating on the champagne region of  France (early Reims Aviation Meetings). Finally, 
myself  with “Aerial Routes to and from Sweden to Great Britain 1939–1945). 

A great afternoon was had by all and we are looking forward to our next meeting. 
Josh Spoor  

 

Scottish Group Report  

The Spring meeting of  the Scottish Group took place at the Dewar Centre in Perth on Saturday 18th April 2015 
during the two–day annual Scottish Philatelic Congress. The Aerophilatelic Shield was won by Alan Blakely with a 
single frame exhibit of  ‘Newfoundland – Internal Flights 1930–1931’, which was given  a Large Silver Gilt award. 
A number of  aerophilatelic topics could be found in the host society displays and in the two frame display by the 
Stirling & District P S. Topics included ‘Indian air mails’, ‘Aviation in Scotland in the 1930s’ and ‘UK Night Air 
Mails from 1979’. All these were exhibited anonymously, but strong guesses could be made as to the exhibitors. At 
the AGM of  the Association of  Scottish Philatelic Societies (ASPS), BAMS member Paul McGowan was elected 
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ASPS President for the year 2015–2016. We offer Paul our congratulations. Group convenor Dr Bob Clark wel-
comed a further eight members to this regular venue; six short displays were greatly enjoyed covering a wide range 
of  locations. 

Richard Beith discussed his current research project on air mail sent from Axis Europe to the USA via L.A.T.I. 
and South America during 1940–1941. The object of  this long and expensive route was to avoid Allied censor-
ship. Up to summer 1941 this seemed to work to the sender’s benefit, but from summer 1941 Pan American 
agreed to divert some of  the mail from Cali, Colombia, to the newly established Imperial Censorship Station on 
Jamaica where mail was opened. The full story will appear in Air Mail News. 

Ian May showed the Glasgow ‘By Air Mail’ cachets and slogans from 1935 and 1936 when these were applied 
to mail arriving by air in order to popularise the use of  air mail services. Ian showed the range of  cachets and 
many of  his examples were found on incoming overseas air mails. 

Bob Robertson showed mail carried by the Australian company New England Airways on the first Sunday 
service Sydney–Lismore–Brisbane in September 1932. The plane crashed after leaving Lismore and doubts exist 
on what actually happened to the mail addressed to Lismore. As the mail was mostly company generated and 
there was only one bag, Bob believes that the mail addressed to Lismore was left on the plane and involved in the 
crash. 

Distant visitor Charles LaBlonde was intrigued by an air mail letter from Switzerland to South Africa via the 
UK and the USA which was held by the British censor for five years before delivery. 

Bill Colley showed fascinating covers carried on the Alan Cobham flights around Africa in the late 1920s and 
rare covers carried non–stop on the seaplane ‘Mercury’ from Dundee to the Orange River in South Africa in Oc-
tober 1938. ‘Mercury’ had been lifted from the waters of  the Tay Estuary by her mother ship ‘Maia’. 

Bob Clark showed mail flown by BOAC, KLM and Air France on the last flights through the Medierranean 
before Italy entered WWII in June 1940. He also showed mail from Africa that was ‘dumped’ in Luxor and 
Kisumu when Italy entered the war. 
In conclusion Bob Clark thanked those for attending and for showing such an interesting range of  material. Bob 
invited us to the same venue on Saturday 17th October 2015 during SCOTEX.  

Richard Beith & Bob Clark 
 

Midlands Region Meeting 

The Spring meeting, held at Conkers, Moira on Sunday, 12th April 2015, attracted an attendance of  15. In the 
morning session, after a bourse, the single–sheet competition was won by Brian Hyner with his entry of  a cover 
flown from Germany to Brazil by Zeppelin, on the occasion when mail was dropped from the airship over the 
town of  Maceio. The nine sheet entry was won by Terry Hare–Walker with his entry of  postcards flown on the 
South African ‘Our Day’ special flights organised by the Red Cross. 

After lunch, there were two displays. Firstly, Mike Kentzer showed ‘British Airmails with George V Seahorses 
Stamps.’ The display included covers ranging over time from the London–Paris airmail service in 1919 to trans–
Atlantic covers flown by Pan American Airways and Imperial Airways in 1939. Covers shown included mail sent 
by ship to USA for onward transmission by air to South America, mail flown by the German and French North 
Atlantic catapult services, highly franked items flown by Zeppelin and catapult services to South America and mail 
flown by Imperial Airways on its services to Africa, Asia and Australasia. The display concluded with covers 
franked with overprinted Seahorses stamps from Morocco Agencies and, not airmail, from Nauru.  

The second display was by Laurence Kimpton who showed ‘British Commonwealth Pacific Airlines.’ The dis-
play included much ephemera besides flown mail from Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, Canton Island, USA and 
Canada. It began with items tracing the pioneer and wartime flights across the Pacific Ocean between Australasia 
and North America which laid the foundations for BCPA’s ‘Southern Cross’ trans–Pacific service which began in 
1946. The display then traced the development of  this service: its early operation by Australian National Airways 
under contract to BCPA, the introduction and use of  BCPA’s own DC–4 aircraft, the introduction of  DC–6 air-
craft which accelerated the service, competition from Pan American Airways and Canadian Pacific Airlines, and 
the takeover of  BCPA’s route by Qantas in early 1954.  

Laurence Kimpton 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 
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Literature Reviews 

Australian Crash Mail and Other Incidents, Vol One: 1917–1930 

 Brian R Peace FRPSL 

Reviewed by Ken Sanford 

Published by the author, 300–pages, A4, full colour.  US$90 outside the UK & Europe, UK£50 within the UK, 
and Europe €80, all postpaid.  Net proceeds are donated to charity as with other books published by this author. 
Payment by PayPal to Brian Peace at brpeace@ntlworld.com or go to www.brianpeace.com. For alternate payment 
method contact author. 
The title is slightly misleading.  Yes, this book covers all air crashes and incidents where mail was involved; but it is 
much more than that.  The author has been thorough in setting a context; not simply explaining the distinction 
between an accident and an incident, but detailing both the constituent parts of  an aircraft and the reasons for 
aerial events which lead to a crash.  So the reader can skim over the section on aircraft components, controls and 
terminology, and return to it when a technical explanation of  a crash is required. 
There follows a chronology of  aviation accident investigation in Australia, New Zealand and the UK.  One can 
deduce from this that inquiries and investigations, even in the 1920s, were reasonably detailed and professional.  
We are told that today, investigations can take years, the sole purpose being to learn from the event and prevent a 
recurrence, the focus being on safety, not allocating blame. 
The book is not simply a listing or record of  accidents and incidents involving mail within, to and from Australa-
sia.  It is effectively a study of  the birth of  aerial mail in Australia and New Zealand, and a comprehensive exami-
nation of  the challenges and hazards facing those pioneers, from a social and historical, as well as a philatelic, per-
spective. 

Forty–one pages are devoted to the Western 
Australia Airways crash on their inaugural 
mail flight on 5th December 1921.  While 
this may appear excessive, an examination of  
the facts demonstrates that the appalling state 
of  landing grounds and the reluctance of  the 
government to invest in the provision of  
facilities they were contracted to provide, 
contributed to accidents and death. 
The inclusion of  a census of  surviving cov-
ers for many of  the most important crashes, 
including that of  5th December 1921, will be 
one of  the most important features for 
aerophilatelists, dealers and auction houses.  
Each census also includes the auction history 
of  the cover, and, where appropriate, the 
name of  the collection where it resides. 
The tables at the end of  each of  the three 
chapters are useful, in that it is a relatively 
simple task to check early air mail covers to 

establish if  they were involved in an incident.  Chapter one covers accidents and incidents within Australia.  Chap-
ter two covers accidents and incidents within New Zealand.  And chapter three covers accidents and incidents 
involving mail being carried to or from Australasia.  In this chapter, some flights suffered more than a dozen inci-
dents and the author has introduced a novel way of  listing these in the table as being subservient to the most sig-
nificant incident. 
The six pages of  references point to this study being not only thorough, but wide–ranging.  There are several seri-
ous, even fatal crashes of  mail carrying aircraft in Australia which have remained unrecorded in philatelic litera-
ture.  The possibility of  new crash covers emerging is an incentive for aerophilatelists, and dealers, to re–examine 
their early air mail covers. 
The book is the culmination of  decades of  research and writings. The author first wrote on the subject 53 years 
ago, and is the acknowledged authority on the subject.  It may be that the readership will turn out to be wider than 
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the aerophilatelists and dealers mentioned in the introduction.  Some of  the stories of  the inter–continental flights 
are gripping, and one may wonder why some of  these feats have remained largely unacknowledged. 
Some of  the cover scans are rather faint and poor quality, which is probably because the author received scans 
from many collectors and he had to use what he received. 
We are told that four further volumes will follow over the next few years.  This first volume has set a standard 
which it is hoped will be maintained.  The book is very well done and will be essential for collectors of  Australia 
& New Zealand crash covers. 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Airmails  across the Middle East, 1918–1930 

Laurence Kimpton. 

Reviewed by Ken Sanford 

Published May 2015. 336 pages, colour throughout, over 460 illustrations. A4, laminated card cov-
er, sewn binding. Price: £45.00. 

Order from: Laurence Kimpton, 20, Greytree Crescent, Dorridge, Solihull, B93 8SL 
l.j.kimpton@macunlimited.net  

No charge for postage (second class) within UK for members of  British Air Mail Society.  
Postage to outside UK (below cost): Europe £9.50, Australia  & New Zealand £16.00,  Rest of  

World £15.00. Payment by £ Sterling  cheque or by Paypal (outside UK only, no extra charge for 
payment by Paypal). 

The Middle East occupied a strategic location in the early de-
velopment of  air transport.  The need to carry mail quickly and 
efficiently was a major incentive in the development of  the air 
services from Europe to the Middle East, India and beyond.  
This book considers the pioneer flights which crossed the 
Middle East after the end of  the First World War, the RAF 
Cairo–Baghdad Air Mail Service and the development of  regu-
lar air services by Imperial Airways and other airlines.  While 
the book builds upon and draws together the work of  other 
authors, research in the Royal Mail Archive, the UK National 
Archives and elsewhere has produced much previously unpub-
lished information, especially on the airmails of  the early long 
distance pioneer flights, the RAF flights between Baghdad and 
Cairo in 1919, the RAF Cairo–Baghdad service and the devel-
opment of  the services of  Imperial Airways. 
All covers and illustrations are shown in full colour, which 
greatly enhances the book.  Lots of  detail is included for each 
flight, and this is accompanied by useful charts, maps and bib-
liographic references.  Various Appendices include a Listing of  
Pioneer Flights, 1922–1930, The Pilot’s Handbook of  the 
Cairo–Baghdad Route, and Select Bibliography and an Index. 
The book should be of  interest to collectors interested in the 
airmails and the postal history of  the Middle East (in particu-
lar, Iraq, Egypt and Persia) and the countries of  Europe and 
Asia which were involved in the development of  airmail ser-
vices across the Middle East. 

Contents 

 1 Political and Historical Background 
 2 An Air Route to the East, 1918 
 3 The First Flight from England to India, 1918–1919 

 4 Plans for Imperial Air Routes, 1919–1920 
 5 The Attempted First Flight from Europe to Australia by 
Poulet and Benoist, 1919 
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 6 The England–Australia Air Race, 1919–1920 
 7 The Italian Air Force Flight from Rome to Tokyo, 1920 
 8 Royal Air Force Air Mail Flights in the Middle East, 
1919 
 9 The RAF Cairo–Baghdad Air Mail Service; Proposals 
and Preparations, 1920–1921 
10 The RAF Cairo–Baghdad Air Mail Service; the First 
Six Months, 1921–1922 
11 The Operation of  the RAF Cairo–Baghdad Air Mail 
Service, 1921–1922 
12 The RAF Cairo–Baghdad Air Mail Service; Improve-
ments and Changes, 1922–1923 
13 The Nairn  Overland Mail Service 
14 The RAF Cairo–Baghdad Air Mail Service; Competing 
with the Overland Mail,  1923–1926 
15 The Postal History of  the RAF Cairo–Baghdad Air 
Mail Service; Great Britain  and Ireland 

16 The Postal History of  the RAF Cairo–Baghdad Air 
Mail Service; Europe, Canada and the USA 
17 The Postal History of  the RAF Cairo–Baghdad Air 
Mail Service; Iraq 
18 The Postal History of  the RAF Cairo–Baghdad Air 
Mail Service; Persia, Egypt and Other Middle                                            
      Eastern Countries 
19 Pioneer Flights across the Middle East, 1922–1930 
20 Preparations for Imperial Airways Air Service to India, 
1924–1927 
21 Imperial Airways Cairo–Basra Service, 1927–1929 
22 Imperial Airways London–Karachi Service, 1929–1930 
23 Imperial Airship Services 
24 The Development of  KLM’s Air Service to the Dutch 
East Indies, 1924–1930 
25 The French Airlines; CIDNA, AULO and Air Orient 
26 The German Airlines; Junkers Luftverkehr Persien and 
Deutsche Luft Hansa 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Awards – Annual General Meeting, 2015 

© Bill Trower  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The "Wotherspoon Cup" awarded to John Crowe 
by the President, Bill Trower.

The "Air Mail Shield", won by Josh Spoor. and the 
presentation made by the President, Bill Trower.

The British Air Mail Society Bronze Medal pre-
sented by Peter Lister to John Symons, in appreci-
ation for his fine efforts with our Society’s Jour-
nal; despite suffering ill health.
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WARDROP & COMPANY LIMITED 
Philatelic Insurance Specialists 

The insurance for the serious collector providing 
peace of mind at surprisingly low cost. 

What is covered – Stamps, covers, envelopes, postcards, albums, philatelic literature, stamp 
boxes, and other articles of philatelic or postal history interest. 
Insurance against –All risks of physical loss or damage to property excluding wear, tear, 
gradual deterioration, moth, vermin, and damage or deterioration of any article directly caused 
while being worked upon or undergoing any process. 
Scope of cover – Anywhere UK (subject to prior advice of transits or locations other than the 
main dwelling for sums over £15,000) including postal or accompanied sendings  
Basis of valuation – Market value. 
Cost –Anywhere UK  £3.75 reducing to £3.00 per £1,000    
      for higher sums 
 Normally Bank  £2.50 per £1,000 (30 days withdrawal   
        any one year) 
 Bank only   £1.25 per £1,000 
For a personal quotation and prospectus write to us at the address below, telephone 
01376 563764, or visit our website www.wardrop.co.uk for more information includ-
ing lots of links to other philatelic sites and an online proposal form. 

Wardrop & Co Ltd 
PO Box 772, Coggeshall 

COLCHESTER CO6 1UW 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority  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The Journal 

Letters to the Editor 

La Cordilliere des Andes Vol de Reconnaissance 

Dear John,  
On reading both Julian van Beveren's and Dan Gribbin's analyses  of  the flown postcard June 1929, 

published in "La Cordilliere des Andes Vol de Reconnaissance" in Air Mail News, (May 2015), pp. 11–13, I would 
like to offer the following thoughts. 

I differ with both Julian and Dan as to the relevance of  the card respecting trans–Andean air mails.  As all air 
mail collectors of  the "Southern Cone" of  South America, i.e. Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay and Chile will 
probably know, Aeroposta Argentina opened a oneway only service Asuncion to Buenos Aires 1st January 1929 
and subsequently operated a twice–per–week service over the route throughout the rest of  the year.  From March 
1929, the French subsidiary airline was authorised to send mail from Argentina to Paraguay.  The "VIA AEREA / 
14 JUN 29 17/BUENOS AIRES" postmark is an example of  the routine standard air mail receiving date stamp 
that was used in Buenos Aires. The card was posted in Asuncion on 13th January, but flown to Buenos Aires the 
next day, hence the 17:00 hrs. receiving date stamp. The late afternoon use of  the date stamp is entirely consistent 
with the arrival of  the regular flight from Asuncion, and has nothing whatsoever to do with any late in the day air 
despatch from Argentina. 

With a Valparaiso receiving date stamp of  08.00 hrs. June18, there is no reason to assume the card had to 
have been flown to Chile.  There was a well–established railway system linking Buenos Aires to Santiago in 1929.  
I believe the card was only intended to be flown as far as Buenos Aires, then on to Chile by rail. 

Yours, 
Richard Saundry 

 

I forwarded Richard’s response to both Dan and Julian, which generated the following responses (Editor). 
Received from Dan Gribbin. 
Thanks, John. 

Sounds as if  Richard has some good information on the operations of  Aeroposta Argentina. I've just 
been in contact with him to confirm that we'll be arriving at the Premier Inn, Waterloo, on the 11th and 
will stay through Sunday, when we depart by train back to Paris. 
Looking forward to the opportunity of  sharing with the BAMS crowd (during the Pillage Trophy meet-
ing)! 

Dan. 

Received from Julian van Beveren. 
Hello John, 

Many thanks for forwarding Richard's assumptions on the early Asuncion flights to Buenos Aries, well 
known to collectors of  the pioneering airmails of  South American and as outlined so eloquently. Of  
course Richard is quite entitled to lay out his own thoughts on this early pioneering flight, and as to 
whether the postcard went through the Andes by train or was transported over them by aeroplane may, as 
here be questioned. Others, as is often the case in our hobby, may differ. 
While we were being so generously entertained in Normandy, by the Cercle Aerophilatilique Francaise, a 
gift was made to every BAMS member attending, of  three volumes of, "Revue de l'aviation Francaise, Icaire" 
and in tome 1, on page 82, it lays out the event of  the famous Mermoz flight over La Cordillere des An-
des, the first page of  which is reproduced here. At the foot of  the page is an example of  an earlier cover 
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from Santiago to Buenos Aires, dated 21.NOV 28 stamped VIA AEREA in red ink, and note the font 
used. It is from the well known collector and enthusiast of  pioneer flights, JULIO SALZMANN R, in 
Valparaiso, no doubt adding to his fine collection. It will be noted that the PC in question is also ad-
dressed to the same person. Not content with this first flight postcard, Senor Julio Salzmann R, also re-
quested another for the second flight from his contact, Juan Engel in Encarnacion, Paraguay, which was 
cancelled on the 20.JUN 29 and show this postcard here, again with, "the routine standard air mail receiv-
ing date stamp", in Buenos Aires, this time being 21.JUN 29 – ? and the two arrival date stamps in Chile 
of  25 JUN 29. Train or plane? Perhaps only the fastidious collector of  early South American airmails 
Senor Julio Salzmann R. would have given us the definitive answer. 
As already seen flown covers are known even prior to the famous Mermoz flights through/over The An-
des, as in the November example shown in Icaire. Another even earlier example I can show here, again 
with the same VIA AEREA font, this time in black ink and is addressed to the COMPAGNIE GEN-
ERALE AEROPOSTAL, 92 Avenue des Champs Elises, PARIS, which is cancelled CORREO AEREO 
22.JUL 28 7AM SANTIAGO, with the additional superscription, V o i e  A e r i e n n e . Top right is the 
double ringed violet inked handstamp of  "CHILE  SERVICIO PRIVADO Cia. Geal. AEROPOSTAL * 
LINEAS LATECOERE *" On the opposite side of  the envelope, in black ink the similar cancel of  its 
arrival, * A EXPEDIER DE BUENOS AIRES LE 26 JUL 1928 PAR AVION COMPANGNIE GALE 
AEROPOSTAL *, this to me at least, being a one off, of  an unknown and unofficial experimental 
Chilean C.G. Aeropostal airmail to Buenos Aires and on to their H.Q. in Paris. 

Regards 
Julian v.B 
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Figure 1. Postcard of  the second 
flight from Paraguay via Bueno-
sAires/Santiago to Senor Julio 
Salzmann R, in Valparaisio, Chile, 
well known collector of  the early 
South American airmails.

Figure 2. Unknown unofficially 
flown cover from the early ex-
per imenta l a i r mai l s over/
through the mighty Andes 
mountain range known as the 
Cordillere, to the H.Q. of  the 
Compagnie Generale Aero-
postale, together with their 
hand–stamps, in July 1928. 
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Rates from and to the Belgian Congo 

Hello John 
I read with interest the query regarding Belgian Congo rates; I cannot shed any light on these but was 

interested because sitting on my desk for attention is a cover from Elizabethville to Kisumu, Kenya dated 30th  
March 1933 and presumably carried by the Aero Club de Katanga feeder as it is backstamped at Broken Hill on 
the 31st; it is inscribed for carriage by Imperial Airways and backstamped Kisumu 2nd April.  It is franked 26f  75c 
– which I think was probably a multiple rate since the envelope is 210x130 mm and not light weight paper. 

Regards 
Nick Guy 
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Lignes Buenos– 
Aires – Santiago. 

Liaisons  ex-
périmetales 

par Mermoz 
en juin et juil 1929  
ouverture officialle 

par  Guillaume  
le 3 sept 1929. 

From "Revue de l'aviation Francaise, Icaire”, page 82
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APO Covers ‘Mixed’ Franking 

In the November 2014 issue of  the Air Mail News I published a letter received from Ken Lawrence (Journal pg 1) 
in which he detailed the USPO rules relating to the franking for letters posted by US military personnel serving at 
foreign locations. In the following issue February 2015 (Journal pg 1) Richard Beith suggested the presence of  a 
minor error: 

There is a slight error in the opening paragraph. Surface letters through US APO were only 
postage–free if addressed to the USA. Mail to any other destination, such as the UK, had to 
be franked at the standard US overseas letter rate of 5 cents. 

On 24th June I received a further email from Ken Lawrence in which he wished to place on record a correc-
tion to Richard Beith’s response, I quote: 

First–class letter and post card mail [only] from active–duty U.S. military personnel anywhere 
in the world qualified to be sent free by surface transport to any address in the United States 
and in any U.S. territory or possession, to any U.S. post office in any country, and to U.S. 
Navy ships anywhere in the world, from April 1, 1942, to December 31, 1947. That included 
mail to U.S. APOs wherever they happened to be located, including in the United Kingdom. 

Richard was also in receipt of  Ken’s email, and wrote to me acknowledging the shortcoming in his initial ob-
servation, and accepting other destinations outside continental USA. Ken then went on to amplify his initial ob-
servation: 

Not only surface mail was free; so was V–Mail (rated as domestic surface letter mail unless 
the sender paid for air transport to or from the processing center to the destination). Because 
the U.S. and some other countries established reciprocal acceptance of each others' Air-
graphs and V–Mails, members of the U.S. military could and often did sent V–Mail letters free 
to non–U.S. addresses in those countries. 
New Zealand, at least, accepted U.S. military privilege letter mail to its domestic addresses, 
according to reports I received from Robin Startup when I was editing The Philatelic Commu-
nicator in the 1980s. It's possible other countries did also but this is a poorly documented as-
pect of postal history. U.S. postal regulations are silent and cover evidence is contradictory as 
to whether Canada accepted U.S. military free surface and concessionary air mail, but French 
sailors using U.S. postal facilities in North African ports were officially advised to use the mili-
tary privilege to both U.S. and Canadian addresses. 
Otherwise, the 5¢ per ounce Universal Postal Union rate applied to surface letters addressed 
to the United Kingdom and to other countries that did not have bilateral or multilateral postal 
treaties with the United States, but reduced surface rates applied to letters addressed to 
Canada and Mexico, and to member countries of the Postal Union of the Americas and Spain. 

But I still wonder if  this is a complete answer. Over the past year I have been studying the mail franked with 
the US Transport issue of  1941 (Scott c25 to c31, SG 431 to 436), and specifically the 6¢ concessionary airmail 
rate per ½ oz. Although when initially introduced it applied to US military personnel only; over the following 
years it was extended to include civilians and contractors directly employed by the military, allied military forces 
serving in units under US command, seamen serving in the US mercantile marine, POWs and internees mail; for a 
full breakdown of  this concessionary airmail rate see Davis GH (1999), The Transports, The Bureau Issues Associa-
tion Inc, Reston, VA, USA, pages 207 to 210. I have assumed that what applied to airmail, also applied to the free 
postage on surface mail. 

Finally, Ken cited New Zealand as accepting US military privilege letter mail sent to domestic addresses. This 
was not the case in the United Kingdom. I have a military cover sent from a US military hospital here in Great 
Malvern, APO 137, addressed to Rochdale, Lancashire franked with a 2½d King George VI definitive. (Forte J & 
Helbock R W (1996), A Price Guide to US APO Cancels of  the Second World War, La Posta Publications, Lake Os-
wego, OR, USA, page 7). 

Like you, Ken Iv’e wandered and rambled, but I hope usefully. Thank you for your contribution. 
John C Symons, Editor, Air Mail News  

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 
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Questions and Answers 

QUESTIONS 

Q512: SCADCA seaplane Fokker F13 from Bogata 

May I once again beg the indulgence of  the Air Mail News readership to try to solve a mystery? 
The attachments show an airmail letter flown by SCADCA seaplane Fokker F13 from Bogata to the port 
of  Barranquilla in Columbia in 1st March 1923. 
The Hamburg receiving cachet refers to the reduction, by ten days, of  such mail from Bogata to Hamburg.   
What is not clear is whether the reduction has been achieved entirely in Columbia and the over water jour-
ney made by fast steamship.   I would like to think that this cover travelled all the way by air, however I can 
find no such air link in 1923.   The cover reached Berlin on 29th March.    Can any reader throw light on 
this? 

Kind regards, Mike Kelly	  
 

Q 513:  Registered cover from Noumea, New Caledonia. 

This registered cover from Noumea, New Caledonia, a French colony in the South West Pacific dated 21st 
July 1940, and addressed  to Paris, which at that time under the occupation of  the German forces. It was 
carried on the first Pan Am flight to San Francisco (green cachet on the reverse, FAM 19–8 and local  
round cachet on the bottom left of  the front). Then carried by air to New York and  flown to Lisbon on a 
Pan Am trans–Atlantic flight (FAM 18). Between Lisbon and France, this cover received German 
Wehrmacht censor marks on the back. My question is: Where were these marks  applied (in Madrid during 
transit ? or in Germany ?) Could it have  possibly been be Portugal or Spain albeit "neutral" ?  
From July 1940, covers sent to the French occupied part were refused. See red cachet "retour à l'envoyeur 
relations postales interrompues" ( return to the sender, postal relations suspended). Our cover arrived back 
in Noumea on 16th October 1941. How was it delivered? I have the feeling this letter received the cachet 
"Undeliverable return to sender" in the US (?) were it was opened by the censor (examined by 5364) then 
sent to Australia or New Zealand by air and finally by boat to Noumea ? In Noumea there was no Pan Am 
flight between 8th and 22nd October 1941.  
We also notice the diamond cachet of  the Australian censor and a Sydney stamp dated DE (?) 41. I imag-
ine the cover did not reached the sender on arrival in Noumea (Mr Charles Fonce professor in Noumea) 
who came to  Indo–China. The cover was sent to Sydney, censored, then sent back to Noumea where it 
arrived on 2nd April 1942 where it was opened and resealed with a green band. What was the right routing 
of  this cover, censored by four countries ? 
The rate is correct :  15Francs = 1F50 franco–colonial normal rate to France  + 2 F registration + 12F50 
air mail surtax to France via Pan Am/USA. 

With my best regards, 
Jean–Daniel Ayache 

 

Answers 

A507: Route and Rates, Sudan to Germany. 

I will do my best to offer a few thoughts re this cover but I am having difficulty in reading some of  the 
markings so first I will state what I think they are and work from there. 
It was posted in Khartoum on, I think, 8th April 1931 and has an Athens backstamp of  13th April.  At 
bottom left is a purple "Mit Luftpost Beforderet  ??????? Hanover"  This translates as "arrival by air ... 
then a word I cannot make out .... then I think Hanover."  There is another rectangular cachet just to the 
right of  the blue pencil "25" mark but I cannot read it. 
First, the route which Mr. Walker asks for: it departed Khartoum on 11th April in the DH66 "City of  
Karachi" which arrived Cairo on the 12th.  It was then sent by train to Alexandria, from where it de-
parted at 05.45 on the 13th in the Short Calcutta "City of  Athens" which arrived Athens the same day 
via Mersa Matruh and Mirabella.  From Athens it would have been sent by train to either somewhere in 
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Germany or perhaps just to Vienna; sorry to be vague but I know not where but from wherever it was, 
it was then flown to Hanover, hence the arrival air cachet. The address is difficult to read but I think it is 
Braunschweig, also known as Brunswick, which is only about 35 miles from Hanover so the final stage 
was by road.  So far as I am aware, there was no air service flying north from Athens at this time (the 
DLH Athens – Berlin service did not commence until May 1932). 
Now the rate:  the postage on the cover comprises a 2 piastre stamp and a 10 milliemes stamp = 30 
milleimes (1 piastre = 10 mills.).  At this time the rate to Europe from the Sudan was 15 mills. first 15 gr. 
ordinary postage + 20 mills. per 15 gr. air mail fee to Europe.  Thus the cover is underpaid by 5 mills. 
and a "T" mark was applied together with the blue pencil "25" representing a charge raised of  25 gold 
centimes.  My understanding is that 2 mills. = 5 g.c. but this factor would have incurred a charge of  12 
or 13 g.c. and it appears that a conversion rate of  1 mill. = 5 g.c. was applied.  Perhaps a reader can cor-
rect me on this point.  In the event, the German post office ignored the underpayment and did not raise 
any postage due charges. 
I hope this all makes sense and is of  help to Mr. Walker. 

Peter Wingent 
 

A508: Rates to and from the Belgian Congo 
Rates for Dave Lee’s Belgian Congo covers 

During the whole of  the 1920s and 1930s, the total postage on air mail covers comprised two fees: an air 
mail fee and ordinary surface postage.  There were two options for the latter: a “to Belgium” rate and a 
higher “other countries” rate. 

During the period the surface rates and the air mail rates changed often but not at the same time.  To pro-
duce a table of  all the changes would be time–consuming and so I suggest those interested refer to the 
website www.congoposte.be which provides tables of  all the rates. 

Peter Wingent 
Dave’s covers: 

20 Oct. 1925 Elis. – Belg. 2.50fr.  The rates at this time were 0.50fr. first 20gr. ordinary “to                              
Belgium” rate + 1.00fr. per 20gr. air fee = 1.50fr. Was the cover registered perhaps?  The registration fee 
was 1.00fr. so this would make the postage correct. 
17 April 1926 Likasi – Belg. 10.00fr. (reg.).  Rates were as last cover so this high franking is                         
probably philatelic.  Many covers at this time have the full set of  air stamps (total value 8.50fr.).  Is that the 
case on this cover? 
6 April 1928 Elis. – Belg. 9.50fr.  The rates at this time were 0.60fr. first 20gr. ordinary “to                              
Belgium” rate + 1.50fr. per 20gr. air fee = 2.10fr. for a letter up to 20gr.  Another full set of  air stamps 
perhaps? 
14 Feb. 1929 Tshikapa – USA 3.25fr. 1.75fr. first 20gr. ordinary “other countries” rate + 1.50fr.                        
per 20gr. air fee. 
30 Nov. 1929 Bandundu – Switzerland  3.25fr. 1.75fr. first 20gr. ordinary “other countries” rate + 1.50fr.            
per 20gr. air fee. 
24 Sept. 1932 Elis. – Belg. 10.25fr. 1.25fr. first 20gr. ordinary “to Belgium” rate +                                          
5fr. per 10gr. air fee paid to Congo Government + 2.00fr. per 10 gr. air fee paid to AéCK + 2.00fr. regis-
tration fee. 
23 April 1933 Elis. – France 8.00fr. 2.00fr. first 20gr. ordinary “other countries” rate + 2 x                           
3.00fr. per 5gr. air fee to Europe. 
19 Sept. 1934 Elis. – Italy 11.50fr. 2.50fr. first 20gr. ordinary “other countries” rate                                           
+ 3 x 3.00fr. per 5gr. air fee to Europe. 
16 Dec. 1934 Costermansville – Holland 5.50fr. 2.50fr. first 20gr. ordinary “other countries” rate + 3.00fr.           
per 5gr. air fee to Europe. 
28 Feb. 1935 Kongola – Belg. 4.50fr. 1.50fr. first 20gr. ordinary “to Belgium” rate + 3.00fr. per                            
5gr. air fee to Europe. 
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15 May 1935 Elis. – Italy 11.75fr. Rates were 2.50fr. first 20gr. ordinary “other                                            
countries” rate + 3.50fr. per 5gr. air fee to Europe, so either underpaid for a 10 – 15gr. letter (13.00fr.) or 
overpaid for a 5 – 10gr. letter (9.50fr.). 
18 Sept. 1935 Elis. – Belg. 5.00fr. 1.50fr. first 20gr. ordinary “to Belgium” rate + 3.50fr. per                              
5gr. air fee to Europe. 
10 Mar. 1936 Albertville – Belg. 5.00fr. 1.50fr. first 20gr. ordinary “to Belgium” rate + 3.50fr. per                      
5gr. air fee to Europe. 
29 Nov. 1936 Irumu – UK 6.00fr. 2.50fr. first 20gr. ordinary “other countries” rate + 3.50fr.                             
per 5gr. air fee to Europe. 
14 May 1937 Elis. – Belg. 7.50fr. 1.50fr. first 20gr. ordinary “to Belgium” rate + 2 x 3.00fr.                               
per 5gr. air fee to Europe.  (Air fee had been reduced from 3.50fr. to 3.00fr. on 3 March 1937 but to Bel-
gium only.  Remained 3.50fr. to other European destinations). 
4 Sept. 1938 Costermansville – Austria 13.00fr. 2.50fr. first 20gr. ordinary “other countries” rate                         
+ 3 x 3.50fr. per 5gr. air fee to Europe. 
24 Oct. 1938 Goma – Canada 17.50fr. No rate for Canada via Fort Lamy given.                                      
Possibly 2.50fr. first 20gr. ordinary “other countries” rate + 3 x 5.00fr. per 5 gr. air fee. 
23 Aug. 1933 Belg. – Costermansville 7.50fr. 1.50fr. first 20 gr. ordinary “colonial” rate + 2 x 3.00fr. per                
5gr. air fee. 
23 May 1934 Belg. – Stanleyville 4.50fr. 1.50fr. first 20 gr. ordinary “colonial” rate + 3.00fr. per                       
5gr. air fee. 

	  

A509: The Extra 1½d. 

The North Atlantic rate to either Canada or USA was 1/3 for letters to ½ oz.  The Daily Telegraph just got it 
wrong.  (It has been known).  They appear to have assumed i) that the airmail rate was in addition to the sur-
face rate and ii) that the surface rate was 1½d.  In fact the Commonwealth surface rate was 1½d but the For-
eign surface rate was 2½d (Johnson & Peet, British Postal Rates 1937 to 2000), and the GPO (unlike the French 
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postal authorities) always published inclusive rates for airmail correspondence, not an airmail fee to which you 
had to add surface postage. 
Fig 1 shows two covers to Canada, one at 1/3 and one at 1/4½, and fig 2 a cover to USA at 1/3.  Which 
countries the EAMS applied to is therefore irrelevant; how much you put on your cover was the result of  
whether you depended on information from the Daily Telegraph or from the GPO. 
Fig 2 also shows a postcard of  G–AFCV 'Caribou', moored at Foynes on 5 August 1939.  This postcard, and 
many more, are available from the excellent Foynes Flying Boat Museum, a visit to which I would highly rec-
ommend to anyone interested in flying–boats and Atlantic airmail services. 

Barbara Priddy 
 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

The Quarterly Cover 

The 1935 Transatlantic Flight of the “Lieutenant de Vaisseau Paris” 

Richard Saundry. 

I recently secured an extremely interesting philatelic air mail cover on eBay largely because of  my unforgiveable 
ignorance of  French aviation history. I thought my cover might prove to be a useful addition to my burgeoning 
collection of  European covers flown beyond New York since the scan on eBay showed a French 1935 air mail 
cover addressed to the French West Indies island of  Guadeloupe. I also thought the name “Lieutenant de Vais-
seau” was the name of  the person who sent the cover.  In the event I now know the name “Lieutenant de Vais-
seau Paris” was the name of  the aircraft that was used, and that “Lieutenant de Vaisseau” is a French naval rank 
equivalent to “Navy Lieutenant”. My particular cover was never intended to be flown anywhere near New York, 
but was sent on board an Air France demonstration (or trial) flight to the French West Indies (Guadeloupe and 
Martinique). 
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The Aircraft. 

The Latécoère 521 “Lieutenant de Vaisseau Paris”, Reg. No. F–NORD, was a French six–engined flying boat, one of  
the first large trans–Atlantic passenger aircraft.  Four 1,000 hp. Hispano–Suiza inboard engines were mounted as 
tandem push–pull pairs.  She was a mighty aircraft – later in 1937 when rebuilt with more powerful engines she 
was capable of  carrying 72 passengers in great comfort. On the lower deck there was a salon with 20 armchairs 
and tables, six deluxe double cabins, each with its own bathroom, seating for a further 22 passengers, a kitchen, a 
bar and a baggage hold. The upper deck had seating for a further 18 passengers, a storage compartment and an 
office for three flight engineers.  She was manned by a crew of  five + the cabin staff. 

The aircraft, manufactured by Pierre–Georges Latécoère for Air France, made its maiden flight 10th January 1935.   
At the end of  that year Air France planned to conduct a demonstration flight via Dakar, Senegal to Natal, Brazil, 
then northward to the French West Indies.  This demonstration flight was timed to coincide with celebrations for 
the 300th anniversary of  French rule in the Americas.   Unfortunately, having reached Pensacola, Florida on its 
return trip, the aircraft was caught up in a hurricane and sank.  The aircraft was recovered and returned to France 
by ship, was rebuilt, and from 1937 had a fairly distinguished career flying the transatlantic routes. In June 1937 
she was flown non–stop between France and Natal before returning via the North Atlantic, and on 30th Decem-
ber 1937 she set an FAI record carrying a payload of  18,040 kg to 2000 meters altitude over Biscarrosse, France.  
Subsequently the “Lieutenant de Vaisseau Paris” made four further return trips to New York between May and July 
1939.  During one of  these flights, Henri Guillaumet flew 5,875 km from New York to Biscarrosse at an average 
speed of  206 kph (127 mph), including 2,300 km with one engine that had failed.  With the outbreak of  war the 
Laté 521 was used by the French navy based in Morocco to patrol the North Atlantic, but after the armistice in 
June 1940 she was flown to Marseilles, and ignominiously wrecked by the retreating Germans in August 1944. 
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The Demonstration Flight Cover. 

  The cover, franked with an obviously philatelic selection of  stamps totalling 6Fr.30 was posted from Blaye, 
Gironde at 18:00 hrs. 30th November 1935, and was back stamped in transit at Bordeaux at 18:30 hrs. the next 
day. On the back are transit and arrival date stamps for Basse–Terre, Guadeloupe 28th December, and Saint–
Claud, Guadeloupe 29th December 1935.  I don’t pretend to be any kind of  expert on French air mail postage 
rates, especially for covers addressed to the French colonies, but I believe my cover might actually have been un-
derpaid 20 centimes.  In November 1935 the French UPU surface letter rate (20th July 1932 to 31st July 1937) was 
1Fr.50 the first 20 gm. and the French air surcharge rate to Guadeloupe, flown via Dakar, (21st April 1931 to 31st 
August 1937) should have been 5Fr.00 per 10 gm., giving rise to a total franking of  6Fr.50. not the 6Fr. 30 found 
on my cover.  Of  course, there might well have been a preferential surface rate for mail to the French colonies.  
However, Bergier (Ref. 3), illustrates a registered cover Mulhouse, France flown by the “Lieutenant de Vaisseau 
Paris” to Pointe–a–Pitre, Guadeloupe, franked 6Fr.75 which he tells us was computed as 5Fr.00 Air surcharge 
(rate of  April 21, 1931) plus 1Fr. 75 registration. 

On the front of  the cover is a very faded boxed four–line cachet which is difficult to read, particularly since it was 
struck using water washable magenta ink onto a granite–coloured cover, and which I now know should read 
“FÊTE DU TRICENTENAIRE / 1re LIAISON AERIENNE / FRANCE ANTILLES / Par LIEUTENANT 
de VAISSEAU PARIS”. I found it impossible to decipher the words on the top line of  the cachet on my cover, 
but thanks to the illustration of  another cover by Bergier, (Ref. 3), I now know what the wording in the original 

correct cachet should have been.  
Finally the cover was re–addressed 
and returned to sender in Nor-
mandy, France arriving back 16th 
January. 

Unlike the sketchiest description 
of  the aircraft and the barest de-
scription of  the flight to the West 
Indies (Refs. 1, 2.), Bergier fills in 
many of  the gaps.  He tells us that 
the aircraft, (piloted by Capt. Bon-
not), left Biscarrosse 6th Decem-
ber 1935 for Dakar where it stayed 
from 9th December to 14th.  The 
Atlantic was crossed on 14th De-
cember to arrive at Natal (where it 
stayed until 21st December), then 
flew to Martinique and Guade-
loupe (22nd December to 12th 
January).  Leaving for Florida the 
aircraft reached Pensacola on 14th 

January 1936, but during the night 
Florida was afflicted by hurricane 

winds and the aircraft sank.  The mail was rescued but the covers on board suffered water damage.  Many of  the 
covers being returned to France had the commemorative magenta cachets partially washed out (Ref. 2.), thus the 
reason I had great difficulty deciphering the words in the example on my cover.  It is even possible some of  the 
stamps and registration etiquettes may have parted company with the envelopes which originally carried them.  
This might well explain my difficulties in trying to analyse the postage on my example. 

Of  course covers that were on board the aircraft which foundered at Pensacola were “crash Covers” and were 
catalogued as such by Nierinck (Ref. 4, cited by Bergier). I have no knowledge of  the number of  covers that was 
flown, but it was probably small (Ref. 2.). 

                                                           !                                                        10                                                           
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All in all, an interesting souvenir of  the French attempts to conquer the Atlantic using an aircraft that was certain-
ly as good as any aircraft available elsewhere in the world in 1935. I suggest were it not for the outbreak of  the 
Second World War, Air France using aircraft such as the Latécoère 521 would have proven formidable competi-
tors with Pan Am and Imperial Airways for the ‘blue ribbon’ route Europe to North America. 
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Wingent P, Re–directed air mail letters 

Re–directed air mail letters 

Peter Wingent 

At first glance the subject of  the re–direction of  letters may seem very straightforward: after the delivery of  a let-
ter to an address at which the addressee no longer resides, the letter is re–addressed to their new residence and is 
reposted without charge. Most re–addressed letters seen appear to have been treated in this way but the subject 
becomes a little more interesting when letters are re–addressed to another country or Post Office regulations are 
broken. 
The U.K. Post Office Guide1 under the heading of  “Re–direction,” states that: 

“Any kind of  postal packet may be re–directed to the same addressee at another address, either 
by an officer of  the Post Office, or at the original address after delivery, under the following 
rules: 

Letters, Post–cards, Printed Papers, Samples and Newspapers are transmitted by post without 
additional charge. In the case of  re–direction after delivery the packet must be reposted not 
later than the day after delivery (Sundays and public holidays not being counted). 

Re–directed packets reposted later than one day after delivery will be liable to charge at the pre-
paid rate.” 
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Fig. 1 is an example of  a cover which incurred payment of  both the U.K. inland surface rate and the registration 
fee because it was reposted more than one day after its delivery in Great Clacton. It was posted in Omdurman on 
18 March 1938 (no air label required during period of  E.A.M.S.) and was flown from Khartoum on the 19th by 
Imperial Airways service KN38, which arrived at Southampton at 10.19 on Tuesday, 22nd. The 4d. and ½d. U.K. 
stamps are cancelled Clacton, 24th March so the cover must have been delivered to The Vicarage the same day as 
it arrived at Southampton and the addressee charged 1½d. up to 2 oz. inland fee + 3d. registration because it was 
not reposted within one day. (The 65 mil. Sudan franking = 3 x 15 mil. per 15 gr. EAMS rate + 20 mil. registra-
tion). 
The registered cover in fig. 1 must have been reposted at a Post Office because apart from the rules applying to 
re–addressing of  ordinary letters, the following additional rule applied to those which were registered: 

“A registered letter or packet, on being re–directed, may not be dropped into a letter 
box, but must be taken to a Post Office to be dealt with as registered. No additional registra-
tion fee will be charged. 
If  any registered packet when re–directed, instead of  being given back to the Post Office to be 
dealt with as registered, is dropped into a letter box, it is treated in all respects as a letter intend-
ed for registration but irregularly posted.” (Bold type as per original). 

The irregular posting of  a registered letter in a letter box was, in P.O. parlance, “Posted out of  course” and two 
examples are shown in figs. 2 and 3. The example in fig. 2 was posted in Durban on 30 Nov. 1936 and flown by 
South African Airways to Johannesburg to connect with Imperial Airways service AN400, which arrived at Croy-
don at 11.47 on 10th December. It was reposted from Cambridge to Saundersfoot on the 11th and must have 
been dropped in a letter box instead of  being taken to a post office. Thus the “3D TO PAY 158” handstamp, pencil 
manuscript “Posted out of  course” and clerk’s initials were applied at Cambridge (British P.O. number 158) and a 
3d. postage due stamp to pay a new registration fee was cancelled at Saundersfoot on the 12th. 
Similarly, the cover in fig. 3 arrived at Croydon from South Africa via AN382 at 11.42 on 8th October 1936. After 
being re–addressed to Holland it must have been dropped in a letter box the next day (London N.1 registered oval 
of  9th on front) and the North District Office applied the black boxed handstamp “Posted out of  course N.D.O.” 
but, inexplicably, did not raise a charge. 
In addition to a new registration fee, an additional 1d. postage should have been paid, the reason for which will be 
explained by the covers shown in figs. 4 and 5. 
The following rules were applied by the U.K. Post Office to letters re–directed abroad: 
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“The principle of  free re–direction throughout the Postal Union is adopted for postal 
packets. This principle, however, does not exempt from additional postage a postal packet which, 

though fully prepaid for the first transmission, is redirected to a country to which the postage is 
higher than that originally prepaid. … 

On a letter from abroad re–directed from this country the postage has to be brought up to what 
it would have been if  the letter had been sent direct to its final destination in the first 
instance.” (Bold type as per original). 
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The covers in both figs. 4 and 5 above had a U.K. 1d. stamp applied after being re–addressed to Norway and 
France respectively. It must be remembered that in the early days of  air mail two charges applied: ordinary postage 
plus an air fee. From the early 1930s combined fees were introduced which still contained ordinary postage as well 
as the air fee. Thus the 50 cents postage paid in Uganda and the 1/3d. postage paid in South Africa, both con-
tained 1½d. ordinary Empire postage. When re–addressed to foreign countries, for which the ordinary postage 
was 2½d., the difference of  1d. was required to be paid and so 1d. stamps were applied to both covers. 

The P.O. Guide does not include instructions for the re–direction by air of  letters to places abroad. However, 
paragraph 247 of  the U.K. Post Office “Rules for Offices of  Exchange, 1932”2 states the following: 
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“247. Re–directed air mail correspondence must be forwarded by the ordinary services unless 
re–transmission by air is expressly asked for and the appropriate fee for the new air transmission 
is prepaid. All air mail markings borne by a re–directed article forwarded by the ordinary services 
must be cancelled by means of  two thick transverse strokes.” (Bold type as per original). 

Two points arise: first what would be “the appropriate fee for the new air transmission”? Would it be the full, 
normal air mail fee from the U.K. or would it be that fee, minus the ordinary postage deemed to have been paid 
by the combined air fee in the country of  origin? Unfortunately, I do not have an example of  a cover re–directed 
by air from the U.K. to see what fee was charged. If  any readers have examples, please send to the editor. 
Secondly, neither of  the covers in figs. 4 and 5 had their air labels “cancelled by two thick transverse strokes” as 
prescribed in the last sentence of  paragraph 247.  
In the few examples I hold of  letters re–directed in other countries, their treatment varies. Two examples from the 
Sudan re–directed by air mail, figs. 6 and 7, both show the forwarding air mail fee paid in full, with no allowance 
for any ordinary postage paid at the original place of  despatch, as do those from South Africa shown in figs. 8 and 
9. In contrast, the two examples re–directed by air from Kenya, figs. 10 and 11, are both franked with reduced air 
mail fees. 
Figure 6 shows a cover posted in Lindau, Germany on 17 Feb. 1932, sent by surface mail to Khartoum, where it 
was re–addressed to Kampala, an air mail label applied and franked with a 3½P. stamp for 15 mil. first 20 gr. ordi-
nary Empire postage + 20 mil. per 15 gr. air fee to Uganda. This was the full air fee, no deduction for the ordinary 
postage included in the original 25pf. franking. 

After arrival at Kampala, it was re–addressed again, this time to Mombasa and sent on by train. Cover is back-
stamped Alexandria 23 Feb.; Shellal–Halfa TPO 17th; Kampala 2 March and Mombasa 5th. 
Figure 7 shows a cover posted at Tanga on 8 April 1937 which was sent by train to Moshi then flown to Khar-
toum by I.A. service AN437. There it was re–addressed to Falmouth and a 2½P. stamp applied which paid the full 

25 mil. per 20 gr. air mail fee to the 
U.K. with no allowance given to 
the ordinary postage already paid 
within the original Tanganyika 
franking. 
It is backstamped Moshi 10 April; 
Khartoum North 13th & Sudan 
Air Mail/Khartoum 14th. 
Figs. 8 and 9 show examples of  
mail sent by the Union–Castle Line 
to Cape Town at the 1½d. first oz. 
ordinary Empire rate, then sent by 
train to their original destinations. 
After arrival they were re–ad-
dressed and sent on by air, in each 
case the full air mail fees were paid 
with no allowance made for the 
original Empire ordinary postage. 
(The South Africa internal air 
mail fee was 4d. per ½ oz. from 
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27 Jan. 1932 to 31 Oct. 1933; 3d. 
per ½ oz. from 1 Nov. 1933 to 31 
Dec. 1934 & 1½d. per ½ oz. from 1 
Jan. 1935 to 30 June 1937). 
In contrast to The Sudan and South 
Africa, the K.U.T. administration 
made an allowance for the payment 
of  ordinary postage by the original 
sender of  a letter. “The Post Office 
(Charges) Rules, 1938” published by 
the Tanganyikan Government3 stat-
ed that, 

“The prescribed period 
allowed for re–direction 
shall be seven days from 
the date of  delivery. 

Ordinary correspondence, 
if  re–directed within the 
prescribed period to a 
country to which the 
postage is higher than 
that originally prepaid and 
showing no signs of  having been opened. Chargeable with the difference between the amount of  
postage already prepaid and the postage to the country to which the article is redirected. 

Air mail postal articles if  re–directed by air mail. Subject to the same charges and conditions as 
for the re–direction of  surface mail postal articles and in addition is chargeable with the appro-
priate air mail fee to the place to which the article is re–directed, provided that no additional air 
mail fee shall be charged in the case of  re–direction to a country with which other arrangements 
have been made.” 
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Note that the period allowed for reposting a letter in KUT was seven days, compared with the single day allowed 
in the U.K. 
Fig. 10 shows a cover posted in Ealing 
on 3rd September 1935, franked at the 
6d. per ½ oz. air mail rate to KUT and 
flown by I.A. service AS272 to Nairobi, 
then sent by train to Naivasha. It was re–
addressed to Blantyre, Nyasaland and at 
the adjacent Kinangop postal agency, 
eight days after it opened on 2nd Sep-
tember 1935, the cover was franked 40 
cents, despite the air mail fee being 60 
cents per ½ oz. at this time. Thus an 
allowance of  20 cents was made for or-
dinary Empire postage already paid. It 
was then flown by service AS274 from 
Nairobi to Salisbury, then by RANA to 
Blantyre where it was re–addressed to 
Zomba. 
Fig. 11 shows a cover datestamped East 
Anglian TPO UP, 17 Nov. 1936. It is 
franked 6½d., the additional ½d. being 
the charge for posting in a letter box on 
mail trains to which sorting carriages 
were attached. It was flown by I.A. ser-
vice AS398 to Nairobi, where it was re–directed to Cape Town with 35 cents postage applied despite the air mail 
fee to South Africa at this time being 50 cents. Thus an allowance of  15 cents was made for ordinary Empire 
postage already paid. It was then flown by AS399 to Johannesburg. and finally by South African Airways to Cape 
Town. 
My final example of  re–directed mail is a cover posted from Vryheid, South Africa on 2nd July 1934, addressed to 
Munich, shown in fig. 12. It was sent by train to Jo’burg. from where it was flown by I.A. service AN174 to 
Athens, arriving there on 10 July. The next day it was flown to Berlin by D.L.H. and the following day it was flown 

to Munich by a D.L.H. internal 
service. After delivery, the ad-
dressee re–addressed the letter to 
Dunaföldvàr in Hungary (Ungarn 
= Hungary). A 12pf. stamp was 
applied to pay for surface transport 
to Dunaföldvàr, for which the or-
dinary postage from Germany was 
25pf. There was no charge for the 
re–direction of  ordinary letters 
within Germany and for foreign 
re–direction only the difference 
between the postage deemed to 
have been paid within the original 
1/– franking and the foreign rate 
was charged. The cover is back-
stamped Berlin 11th July; Munich 
12th and Dunaföldvàr 13th. 
The scope of  re–directed mail is 
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worldwide, since letters were re–directed in every country. Thus the subject has the potential to be of  interest to 
many aerophilatelists with widely varying interests and specialities. 

This short article should be viewed as a first stab at the topic and is very, very far from being definitive. It reflects 
my relatively narrow field of  interest in African air mails. Therefore I would be delighted if  readers who have ex-
amples of  re–directed air mail from any other parts of  the world, or indeed from Africa, would send scans of  
items, any additional information and any other comments or corrections to the editor to further the subject in a 
future Air Mail News. 
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Crewe D, A Mystery Solved 

A Mystery Solved 

Duncan Crewe with a lot of  help from friends 

One of  the great advantages of  belonging to a group like BAMS is the access it gives to the knowledge and exper-
tise of  other members. I acquired the cover below a number of  years ago in the mistaken belief  it had been flown 
by Imperial Airways on a survey flight prior to the opening of  the West African feeder service in February 1936. It 
is addressed to the Director of  Works Sudan Government in Khartoum and has the cachet and signature of  the 
District Engineer of  the Public works Department Darfur Province. Presumably it was this that allowed the cover 
to be sent without postage stamps. The front has the cancel of  Fasher dated 12 JA 36 whilst the reverse has the 
Khartoum Air Mail arrival cancel of  15th January.	  There is also the authentication mark of  Francis Field Ltd. and 
a manuscript note in pencil that reads 

Sudan	  Govt	  mail	  
Flown	  by	  special	  

Flight	  Fasher	  Khartoum.	  
Normal	  surface	  route	  

takes	  9	  days	  by	  car	  and	  rail	  
31	  days	  by	  camel	  trail	  
Only	  two	  known	  to	  exist	  

105/–	  
The dates of  the postmarks show clearly that the cover was flown: the question is who flew it? It certainly was 

not Imperial Airways as Daedalus did not leave London until 27th January and the preliminary trial flight did not 
reach Kano until 6th February.1 I showed John Wilson a copy of  the cover when we met at a Postal History meet-
ing in Shrewsbury and thanks to his efforts and those of  Barbara Priddy an answer has been found. 

The initial thought was that it might have been flown by the RAF but although 47 Squadron was active in the 
area it was not possible to identify a specific flight that could have carried the cover. It was then suggested, as a 
result of  a reference in the Time Shrinkers2 that it might have been flown by Shell Aviation as they had made flights 
over the route towards the end of  1935. John was able to acquire a copy of  a book by Hugh Scanlan entitled 
Winged Shell.3 In this the author makes a specific reference to the company carrying official government mails, in 
that particular case from El Fasher to Geneina, saving the governor three weeks in transit. As Shell would have 
been very busy in January 1936 making final checks that fuel and oil supplies were available at the various landing 
grounds prior to the opening of  the Imperial Airways service, it seems very likely that this cover was carried on 
one of  their aircraft involved in this work. It also raises the prospect that other mail might exist carried on other 
similar flights. With sincere thanks to John and Barbara for all their efforts. 
1. Aerofield March 1937 p.44 
2. David Jones, Time Shrinkers, pub. David Rendell Ltd., 1970, p.227 
3. Hugh Scanlan, Winged Shell, pub. By Alison Hodge, 1987 p 39	  
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Beith R, LATI Air Mails from Neutral Europe to USA 

Air mail from Axis and neutral Europe to the USA 
via L.A.T.I. and South America 

1940 — 1941 

Richard Beith FRPSL 

Although I sold my main Linee Aeree Transcontinentali Italiane (L.A.T.I.) collection in 
2002, I still look for interesting L.A.T.I. covers for my continuing collection: ‘Czech and Slo-
vak transcontinental air mail acceptances to 1945’. The recent acquisition of the 1941 cover 
shown as Fig 1 (Note: Colour figures inserted at end of article) from the nominally indepen-
dent Slovak State to the USA encouraged me to consult friends and to search back through 
old reference files and magazines to find similar items from Germany, Italy and their depen-
dent territories. 

The Airline 
L.A.T.I carried mail from Rome to Rio de Janeiro for a two year period starting with a first flight on 21st De-

cember 1939. The line was extended to the Argentinian capital Buenos Aires in July 1941. The aerophilately of  the 
line has been covered in two English–language monographs, published in 1993 and in 2012. 1, 2 
The Route 

All L.A.T.I.'s intermediate stops were on neutral Portuguese or Spanish territory. They flew Rome – Seville – 
Villa Cisneros (Spanish Sahara) – Sal (Cape Verde Islands) – Recife (Pernambuco) – Rio de Janeiro – (Buenos 
Aires). 
The Mail 

Southbound, L.A.T.I. would carry mail from Germany and Italy and their dependent states including the Ital-
ian Colonies, the Protectorate of  Bohemia and Moravia, the Slovak State and the General Government (part of  
former Poland). In addition mails could be carried from neutral states such as Portugal, Spain, Sweden and 
Switzerland. Northbound, mail was carried from all the independent nations of  South America, none of  whom 
declared war on the Axis nations until after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour. Mail was occasionally carried to 
the United Kingdom prior to Italy's entry into World War Two on 10th June 1940, but the Air France South At-
lantic service was still available for UK mail during that period. 
Axis censorship 

Southbound Axis mail was mostly censored by the OKW (Oberkommando der Wehrmacht) in Germany with the 
Italians censoring their own mail. Mail from Bohemia and Moravia always seemed to have been censored in Ger-
many; the Slovak State did their own thing, but in a more limited way. It would appear that Slovak mail for trans-
mission by L.A.T.I. (and for carriage by Pan American from Lisbon on FAM 18) always travelled directly from the 
Slovak State to Rome via Budapest (?) and never (?) received markings from the OKW, even though the Germans 
had a censorship unit in Vienna. Censorship of  neutral mails was limited, presumably to avoid giving offence at 
this stage of  the war. In a similar way, northbound mails were censored on arrival in Germany or Italy, though 
Italy was reluctant to censor mail before they became a belligerent. 
Avoiding British censorship 

One considerable bonus to the Axis nations and their friends in South America was that the L.A.T.I. route to 
and from South America avoided any chance of  examination of  mails at the Imperial censorship stations at 
Bermuda or Port of  Spain, Trinidad. In 2014 Bessone commented in some detail on this aspect of  L.A.T.I.'s 
flights to the Americas.3 Many in still neutral USA objected vociferously to the removal of  mails from Pan Ameri-
can's Boeing 314 Clippers for examination during their calls at Bermuda on the FAM 18 New York – Bermuda – 
Azores – Lisbon and vice–versa route. John Miskevich recalled that: 

On 22 December 1939 the US. State Department had formally protested British interfer-
ence with American mails on steamships bound for European ports. When it was reported 
by the Associated Press in February that mail seizure from the [Boeing 314] 'American Clip-
per' had been made at bayonet point by a detachment of Royal Marines, Pan American Air-
ways announced that it would pass up Bermuda as a stop on eastbound, flights beginning 
15 March 1940. British censorship of United States air mail to Europe was to be avoided.4 

It seems inevitable that the Axis powers and interested neutrals would seek to use the L.A.T.I. route to South 
America as part of  a cunning plan to avoid British postal censorship on mail to the USA. Miskevich provided a 
suggested route map, see Fig. 2, showing that mail delivered to Rio de Janeiro by L.A.T.I. could pass via Buenos 
Aires, over the Andes to Santiago and up the Pacific coast of  South America via Lima to Cristobal, Mexico City 
and Brownsville, Texas. Bessone showed a similar map. Rainer E. Lutgens suggested that the carriage of  mails to 
the USA commenced on 1st September 1940, quoting the above route.5 
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This route was recognised at least by the postal authorities in Bohemia & Moravia, Germany, Italy, the Slovak  
State and Switzerland, and appropriate (expensive) postal rates published, roughly four times the rate via Lisbon  
and Pan American Airways, see Appendix 1. A number of  route hand stamps have been seen. Neutral Sweden did  
not appear to use this route all the way to the USA; Karin Svahn's compilation of  Swedish air mail surcharges  
shows that L.A.T.I. was used to South and Central America, but not for the Pacific Coast route to the USA.6   

It did not follow, of  course, that postal clerks along the route would comply with the instructions given, or 
even knew about the possibilities offered. A number of  covers for which these high fees were paid, still managed 
to end up in the hands of  the British censors, see Fig. 1, which was examined in Jamaica. Peter A. Flynn analysed a 
cover which did avoid British censorship as follows:   

Official letter to Washington [DC] from the Italian Ministry of Popular Culture [in Rome] 
posted on 8 January 1941, with a 'Linea Speciale' instruction. This meant that the letter was 
to be flown per L.A.T.I. from Rome to Rio de Janeiro, then per Syndicato Condor and Lloyd 
Aéreo Boliviano to Lima, Panagra up the west coast of South America and Pan Am from 
Cristobal, Panama, to the United States, thus avoiding British censorship in Bermuda or 
Trinidad.7 

Flynn could be suggesting that it was not necessary to go down to Buenos Aires to fly over the Andes and call 
at Santiago as an Atlantic–Pacific air route between Rio de Janeiro and Lima had been initiated on 28 May 1938 
and was operated for at least three years. Syndicato Condor flew from Rio de Janeiro to Corumba; LAB (Lloyd 
Aereo Boliviano) flew Corumba to La Paz and Lufthansa Peru flew La Paz to Lima, see Fig. 3.8 

This route probably continued for longer, but under new management, as well before the attack on Pearl 
Harbour, the U.S. State Department took a strong interest in the the activities of  the German backed airlines in 
South America. Davies noted that 'In Peru DLH Sucursal's operating permit was withdrawn in February 1941 and 
the routes taken over by Panagra on 1st April'. In addition 'The Bolivian LAB was nationalized in May [1941], a 
United States loan was negotiated and Panagra took a 23% interest as payment for a management contract'. As to 
Syndicato Condor, German ownership was severed in April 1942.9 
Route hand stamps 
Italy: Two marks have been found on Italian covers. The first facsimile (a) is based on reports by Frans van  Beveren; 

10; by Dr Heinz Findeiss 11 and by Samuel J. Pezzillo12; (Cus-
worth type IT07). See also Cusworth13, Findeiss also noted 
another hand stamp (b) (Cusworth type IT06), see also 
Bessone's Figure 14.3 
Germany: This hand stamp (c) was used on a newspaper 
wrapper.14 (Cusworth type DE05). ('Buenos' as shown, not 
'Buenos Aires') 
Mail from the Protectorate of  Bohemia and Moravia sent 
via L.A.T.I. was usually stamped with the boxed 'Mit Luft-
post/uber Südamerika' hand stamp, irrespective of  destina-
tion, see Fig 4. 

Mail still intercepted by British censorship in spite of  all that postage 
In spite of  paying high air mail surcharges some of  this mail still fell foul of  the British censorship system. 

Of  the 65 covers listed in Appendix 2, three were intercepted in Trinidad and 12 in Jamaica, but with a complete 
absence of  Allied censorship between November 1940 and July 1941. Confirmation of  which censor station was 
involved could be difficult to establish as censors often moved from station to station taking their own numbered 
seals with them. Thus one particular examiner may have used his seals at different times in Bermuda, Jamaica or 
Trinidad. However this problem appears to have been resolved as far as the second half  of  1941 is concerned, see 
below. Perusal of  the official History of  the Postal and Telegraph Censorship Department 1938–1946 published by the 
British Home Office in 1952 and originally classified Secret suggested that Jamaica was the most likely candidate 
from June to November 1941.15 

Censorship of  transit air mails in Jamaica was initiated at the end of  May 1941 when it was decided that an 
Imperial Censorship Station be opened as opposed to the existing local censorship organisation. This was justified 
by 'the amount of  transit air mail, more particularly between Miami and Barranquilla [Colombia]'. A staff  of  20 
were recruited from Bermuda and Trinidad to work as an Imperial unit. That is an example of  how the numbered 
sealing tapes moved around. It was recorded that:   

Their main occupation was letters passing between Colombia, Venezuela and countries 
in western South America on the one hand and the United States, Cuba, Haiti and the Do-
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minican Republic on the other This mail was very large and [staff] reinforcements were sent 
out from the United Kingdom. 

With regard to L.A.T.I. mail: 
About the time of the arrival of the Censor–in–Charge [from the UK] in July 1941, 

arrangements had been made for certain air mail which had been carried across the Atlantic 
to Brazil by the L.A.T.I. Line to be diverted to Jamaica. This mail emanated almost entirely 
from Germany and Italy and was going to the United States [or] across the Pacific to the Far 
East [by steamer from Valparaiso, Chile] It crossed South America to the West Coast and 
travelled up by air through the Canal Zone and Central America, but at Cali in Colombia, a 
part of it was diverted to Barranquila and thence by Pan American aircraft to Jamaica. This 
mail was valuable and interesting as it was one of the few means by which the outside world 
could be fed from enemy sources. It was, however only available for a short time and 
ceased altogether in November 1941.16 

Bessone has indicated that some of  this Far Eastern mail did travel by air as far as the USA. He illustrated a 
Hamburg – Shanghai cover with a m/s 'über Südamerika nach San Francisco', censored in Jamaica on 1 NOV 
1941, see his Figure 16.3 No references to handling L.A.T.I. mail can be found in the equivalent discussion of  
transit censorship in Trinidad.17 
L.A.T.I. mails actually censored in Trinidad or Jamaica 

Three examples from September and November 1940 posted from Germany and censored in Trinidad are 
listed in Appendix 2: 

No. 1: 9th September 1940, Berlin to New York: 'Crown' PASSED BY POSTAL CENSOR 16 hand stamp of  
Trinidad, type TR C4B 

No. 3: 17th September 1940, Cologne, to Weston MS: 'Crown' PASSED BY POSTAL CENSOR 14 hand 
stamp of  Trinidad, type TR C4B, plain light brown tape. 

No. 6: 19th November 1940, Berlin to Hartford, Conn.: Trinidad censor tape type TR CL la., OPENED BY  
EXAMINER No. 53 

It could be suggested that censorship of  these three covers resulted from a random redirection at Recife, 
probably by an enthusiastic clerk rather than because of  leverage from the Imperial Censorship at that time. 12 
examples from July to November 1941, censored in Jamaica, are also listed in Appendix 2. 

No. 34: 14th July 1941, Vienna to Gloversville NY, registered express, Jamaica censor seal, PC 90, OPENED 
BY EXAMINER 4140, Miami registered transit 5? AUG 1941 

No. 35: 16th July 1941, Germany to New York, Jamaica censor seal, PC 90, OPENED BY EXAMINER 
1655, Jamaica date stamp, type DS 2, 20 AUG 1941 

No. 36: 16th July 1941, Berlin to New York, Jamaica censor seal, PC 90, OPENED BY EXAMINER 1655, 
Jamaica date stamp, type DS 2, 20 AUG 1941 

No. 40: 11th September 1941, Hamburg to New York, Jamaica censor seal, PC 90, OPENED BY EXAM-
INER 2548, no visible Jamaica date stamp. 

No. 41: 8th October 1941, Hamburg to Shanghai via San Francisco, Jamaica censor seal, PC 90, OPENED 
BY EXAMINER 4140, Jamaica date stamp, type DS 2, 1 NOV 1941 

No. 42: 14th November 1941, Hamburg to Palo Alto CA, Jamaica censor seal, PC 90, OPENED BY EXAM-
INER 823, Jamaica date stamp, type DS 2, 7 DEC 1941 

No. 44: 15th November 1941, Singen to New York, Jamaica censor seal, PC 90, OPENED BY EXAMINER 
1655, Jamaica date stamp, type DS 2, 1 NOV 1941 

No. 51: 16th July 1941, Varese, Italy, to Cleveland, Jamaica censor seal, PC 90, OPENED BY   EXAMINER 
2595, Jamaica date stamp, type DS 2, 8 AUG 1941 

No. 52: 16th July 1941, Milan, Italy, to New York, Jamaica censor seal, PC 90, OPENED BY EXAMINER 
4599, Jamaica date stamp type DS 2, 11 AUG 1941. 

No. 53: 26th July 1941, Italy to New York, PC 90, Jamaica censor seal, PC 90, OPENED BY EXAMINER 
(?), Jamaica date stamp, type DS 2, 20 AUG 1941. 

No. 54: 7th August 1941, Florence, Italy, to Blue Ridge PA, Jamaica censor seal PC 90, OPENED BY EX-
AMINER 2595, Jamaica date stamp, type DS 2, 5 (?) SEP 1941 

No. 65: 7th June 1941, Michalovce, Slovak State, to Detroit, PC 90, OPENED BY EXAMINER 4598, Ja-
maica date stamp, 4mm high, type DS 2, 8 JUL 1941. 
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The descriptions of  the Jamaican and Trinidadian censorship devices listed above were all taken from Bur-
rows (2010).18 
Discussion 

The air mail route from selected European countries, primarily Germany, to the USA via L.A.T.I. and the Pa-
cific Coast of  South America seems well proven, probably effective from September 1940 to December 1941, see 
the covers listed in Appendix 2. Bessone suggested that the 'all–the–way–by–air' route from Italy was only initiat-
ed on 6th February 1941. A March 1941 cover from Genoa is shown as Fig. 5. 

What might be less certain is the treatment of  that mail once it reached Brazil. If  off–loaded at Recife (Per-
nambuco) there must have been a chance that local postal officials sent the mail on the most direct route to the 
USA, aiming at Miami with the strong chance of  the mail being intercepted at Trinidad as happened with the two 
September and one November 1940 covers. However, from the evidence presented, it seems that the lack of  tran-
sit marks from South America and the lack of  organised censorship prior to July 1941 does suggest that the mail 
was usually bagged through to the USA and that the bulk of  it did escape the attentions of  the Imperial censors. 
That is, the high postal charges were not wasted! Once the conscious decision was made in July 1941 to divert a 
part of  the L.A.T.I. mail from Cali, Colombia, to Jamaica via Barranquilla and Pan American, it can be noted that 
12 out of  the 21 covers recorded from this period were censored in Jamaica. None of  the covers from Bohemia 
and Moravia fell into this period. The extract from the Home Office report regarding censorship in Jamaica con-
cluded that this period of  examination ceased in November 1941 whilst the L.A.T.I. service was still in operation. 
This seems to be corroborated by covers 40 and 46 in Appendix 2 which were part of  the same correspondence 
from the Deutsche–Amerikanische Petroleum–Gesellschaft in Hamburg to Stanco Incorporated in New York 
(note the Esso logo in their Hamburg meter mark!). The 11th September mailing was censored in Jamaica but the 
19 November posting escaped the attentions of  the transit censors, see Fig 6. A 22nd November 1941 cover (No. 
47 ) from Germany to California was opened by a US examiner at San Francisco, but not by the British, suggest-
ing that the USA had entered the war by the time the cover reached California, see Figure 7. 

A request 
Readers are encouraged to send their additions, comments and corrections via the Editor. 
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Fig. 6: 19th November 1941, Hamburg to New York, franking 455 Rpf = 25 Rpf sur-
face letter + 2 x 215 Rpf air fee/5g, no Imperial censorship [Previously in the author’s 
collection; present location unknown]
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Appendix 1 

Published official postal rates, Europe to USA, with FAM 18 rates for comparison: 
Italy 
 Via L.A.T.I. Via FAM 18                                                                                       
Surface letter, first 20g L 1.25 L 1.25                                                                  
Registration fee L 1.50 L 1.50                                                                            
Air surcharge/5g L 16.75 L 2.75                                                                        
Combined rate for a 5g letter L 18.00 * L 4.00                                                   
* Note: The route was given as Rome – Rio – Buenos Aires – Santiago – Costa Pacifico, stating a richiestra del mit-
tenti = at the request of  the sender.19 
Germany20, 21 
 Via L.A.T.I. Via FAM 18                                                                                       
Surface letter, first 20g 25 Rpf  25 Rpf                                                                 
Registration fee 30 Rpf  30 Rpf                                                                            
Air surcharge/5g 215 Rpf  40 Rpf                                                                        
Combined rate for a 5g letter 240 Rpf  65 Rpf                                                     
Switzerland 

 Via L.A.T.I. Via FAM 18                                                                                         
Surface letter, first 20g 30 Rp 30 Rp                                                                  
Registration fee 30 Rp 30 Rp                                                                             
Air surcharge/5g 420 Rp (450 Rp from 1.2.41) 60 Rp (70 Rp from 1.3.41)                                        
Combined rate for a 5g letter 450 Rp (480 Rp) * 90 Rp (100 Rp = 1 SFr)                                     
* Note: nur auf  Verlangen des Absenders = Only on the demand of  the sender.22 
German Protectorate of  Bohemia and Moravia 

 Via L.A.T.I. Via FAM 18                                                                                        
Surface letter, first 20g 2.50 K 2.50 K                                                                 
Registration fee 2.50 K (3.00 K from 1.10.40) 2.50 K (3.00 K from 1.10.40)                                         
Air surcharge/5g 21.50 K 5.50 K (4.00 K at 1.6.41)                                                                       
Combined rate for a 5g letter 24.00 K 8.00 K (later 6.50 K)                                                     
Note: Details from a modern catalogue. FAM 18 mail plentiful, L.A.T.I. mail can be found. The 21.50 K/5g rate is 
equivalent to the German 215 Rpf/5g.23 
Slovak State (Postal rates deduced from examination of  covers) 
 Via L.A.T.I. Via FAM 18                                                                                         
Surface letter, first 20g 2.50 Ks 2.50 Ks                                                                
Registration fee 2.50 Ks 2.50 Ks                                                                           
Air surcharge/5g 29.00 Ks 6 00 Ks (4.00 Ks at 1.6.41)                                                                      
Combined rate for a 5g letter 31.50 Ks * 8.50 Ks (later 6.50 K)                                                 
* Note: Double weight letters seen franked at 60.50 Ks = 2.50 Ks + 2 x 29.00 Ks air fee.24, 25 
Rex A. Dixon FRPSL suggested that depreciation of  the Slovak Crown against the B & M Crown (and hence the 
Reichsmark) could explain the higher unit rates on long routes from the Slovak State.26 
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Appendix 2 

Mail seen by or reported to the author over the years 
Germany 
No. Date From To Rate Sources & notes                                                                                    
1 9.9.40 Berlin New York 455 Rpf  [4] censored Trinidad                                                                       
2 14.9.40 Hoyerswerda Richmond VA 215 Rpf  [34] from French (or Belgian)                                                     
     POW (?) in Oflag IVD; POW                                                                                                                          
     mail, postage limited to air mail                                                                                                                         
     supplement                                                                                                                         
3 17.9.40 Cologne Weston MS 240 Rpf  [11] censored Trinidad                                                               
4 1.10.40 Hoyerswerda Richmond VA 215 Rpf  [34] from French ? POW                                                    
5 13.10.40 Hoyerswerda Richmond VA 215 Rpf  [34] from French ? POW                                                  
6 19.11.40 Berlin Hartford CT 240 Rpf  [3] censored Trinidad                                                               
7 14.12.40 Hamburg New York NY 455 Rpf  [5] 5–10g                                                        
8 31.12.40 Hamburg New York NY 670 Rpf  [27] 10–15g                                                        
9 2.1.41 Ehrenfeld Union City NJ 240 Rpf  [34]                                                           
10 7.1.41 Göppingen Chicago IL 250 Rpf  [28]                                                            
11 ?.1.41 Frankfurt Wilmington NC 865 Rpf  [12] wrapper                                                       
12 1.2.41 Augsburg Dayton OH 7040 Rpf  [34] registered. Balboa CZ MAR                                                           
     6 1941; DAYTON, OHIO, MAR 9                                                                                                                         
     1941                                                                                                                         
13 13.2.41 Hamburg Richmond VA 240 Rpf  [29]                                                        
14 17.2.41 Vienna New York NY 270 Rpf  [28] registered                                                            
15 26.2.41 Wabern Lancaster OH 240 Rpf  [30]                                                          
16 28.2.41 Berlin Chicago IL 240 Rpf  [30]                                                                  
17 1.3.41 Hamburg New York NY 240 Rpf  [29]                                                          
18 4.3.41 Graz Cleveland OH 485 Rpf  [7] registered. U S Postal agency                                                                 
     CA, MAR 26 1941; Cleveland                                                                                                                          
     MAR 28 1941                                                                                                                         
19 7.3.41 Vienna New York NY 240 Rpf  [4]                                                              
20 7.3.41 Berlin New York NY 240 Rpf  [29]                                                               
21 7.3.41 Frankfurt Dixon IL 240 Rpf  [28]                                                                  
22 8.3.41 Hamburg New York NY 240 Rpf  [4]                                                          
23 23.3.41 Hamburg New York NY 240 Rpf  [28]                                                        
24 18.4.41 Hamburg New York NY 455 Rpf  [34] 5–10g                                                        
25 22.4.41 Dresden Philadelphia PA 945 Rpf  [29] 15–20g. registered AR                                                       
26 24.4.41 Berlin Chicago IL 240 Rpf  [35]                                                                  
27 12.5.41 Dessau Washington DC 240 Rpf  [4]                                                        
28 17.5.41 Worms New York NY 240 Rpf  [4]                                                           
29 21.5.41 Büsum Sonoma CA 455 Rpf  [28] 5–10g                                                               
30 24.5.41 Frankfurt Philadelphia PA 865 Rpf  [28] wrapper                                                      
31 5.6.41 Hamburg Hollywood CA 240 Rpf  [35] typed route                                                         
32 14.6.41 Frankfurt New York NY 895 Rpf  [4] registered wrapper                                                        
33 8.7.41 Berlin Philadelphia PA 270 Rpf  [4] not registered (30 Rpf)                                                             
34 14.7.41 Vienna Gloversville NY 320 Rpf  [11] registered express., censored                                                         
     Jamaica                                                                                                                         
35 16.7.41 ? New York NY 240 Rpf  [12] censored Jamaica                                                                     
36 16.7.41 Berlin New York NY 240 Rpf  [34] censored Jamaica                                                             
37 ?.8.41 Frankfurt New York NY 1540 Rpf  [31] registered, printed papers                                                        
38 27.8.41 Hamburg Washington DC 240 Rpf  [37]                                                     
39 28.8.41 Berlin Cincinnatti OH 270 Rpf  [28] registered                                                           
40 11.9 .41 Hamburg New York NY 240 Rpf  [11] censored Jamaica                                                       
41 8.10.41 Hamburg Shanghai via 240 Rpf  [3] censored Jamaica                                                           
   San Francisco, CA                                                                    
42 14.11.41 Hamburg Palo Alto CA 240 Rpf  [34] censored Jamaica                                                       
43 14.11.41 Frankfurt Wilmington DEL 865 Rpf  [34] wrapper                                                 
44 15.11.41 Singen New York NY 240 Rpf  [3] censored Jamaica and Miami                                                          
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45 18.11.41 Dessau Washington DC 670 Rpf  [35] 10–15g censored Bermuda ?                                                      
     Examiner 514                                                                                                                         
46 19.11.41 Hamburg New York NY 455 Rpf  [32]                                                      
47 22.11.41 Langenau Oakland CA 240 Rpf  [37] censored by US in San                                                         
     Francisco on arrival                                                                                                                         
48 25.11.41 Hamburg Chicago IL 230 Rpf  [28] postcard, returned to sender                                                           
49 3.12.41 Berlin New Orleans LA 885 Rpf  [34] 15–20g returned to sender                                                         

Italy 
No. Date From To Rate Sources & notes                                                                                    
50 26.6.41 Florence ? Pittsburgh PA L 16.75 [12] L 1.25 under franked, only air                                                       
     fee paid                                                                                                                         
51 16.7.41 Varese Cleveland OH L 18.00 [13] censored Jamaica                                                             
52 16.7.41 Milan New York NY L 18.00 [3] censored Jamaica                                                               
53 26.7.41 ? New York NY part under [10]                                                                  
    seal                                                                                                    
54 7.8.41 Florence Blue Ridge, PA L 13.00 [34] underfranked. Still censored                                                           
     Jamaica                                                                                                                         

Bohemia & Moravia 
No. Date From To Rate Sources & notes                                                                                    
55 18.10.40 Prague Washington DC 70.00 K [34] registered, 10–15g                                                       
56 11.3.41 Pilsen Chicago IL 27.00 K [33] registered.US postal agency                                                                   
     back stamp, perhaps Cali,                                                                                                                          
     Colombia                                                                                                                         
57 17.3.41 Brno Elmhurst LI 27.00 K [39] registered. US Postal agency                                                                 
     back stamp, APR 9, probably Cali;                                                                                                                         
     Miami registered APR 10, New                                                                                                                          
     York NY APR 11.1941                                                                                                                         
58 2.5.41 Prague New York NY 24.00 K [11]                                                              
59 6.5.41 Ceske Budejovice Austin TX 24.00 K [36]                                                   
60 12.5.41 Leipnik New York NY 24.50 K [39] 0.5 K overfranked                                                           
61 24.5.41 Prague Philadelphia PA 24.00 K [38]                                                          

Slovak State 
No. Date From To Rate Sources & notes                                                                                    
62 1.4.41 Michalovce New York NY 60.50 Ks [25] ‘cöte Pacifique' m/s                                                      
63 7.4.41 Zarnovica Chicago IL 60.50 Ks [24] 5–10g, ‘cöte Pacifique' m/s                                                             
64 22.4.41 Vranov n T New York NY 31.50 Ks [25] ‘cöte Pacifique' m/s                                                    
65 7.6.41 Michalovce Detroit MI 31.50 Ks author collection,                                                           
     censored Jamaica,                                                                                                                         
     'cöte Pacifique' m/s                                                                                                                         

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆
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Fig. 1 (above): 7 June 1941, Michalovce, Slo-
vak State, to Detroit, Michigan; m/s ‘Via Côte 
du Pacifique’, franking 31.50 Sk = 2.50 Sk sur-
face letter + 29.00 Sk/5g air mail fee; PC90 
seal, EXAMINER 4598 (Jamaica), date stamp 
8 JUL 1941 [author’s collection] 

Fig. 2 (left): Probable mail route from Rio de 
Janeiro to the USA via Pacific Coast of South 
America from John Miskevich, ‘Air Mail through 
South America to the United States’, German 
Postal Specialist (USA), March 1994, p.110

Fig. 3 (right): An alternative 
route across the Andes from 
R.E.G. Davies Airlines of 
Latin America since 1919, p.
323.

Air mails from Axis and       
neutral Europe to the USA via 

L.A.T.I. and South America, 
1940 — 1941   
Richard Beith FRPSL



Fig. 4: 17th March 
1941, registered, 
Brno (Brünn) Protec-
torate of Bohemia 
and Moravia, to 
Elmhust, NY. Boxed 
‘Mit Luftpost/nach 
Südamerika’; transit 
marks: US Postal 
Agency (Cali?) 9 
April, Miami 10 April 
and New York arrival 
11 April 1941. Rate: 
overseas letter 2.50 
K + 3.00 K registra-
tion + 21.50 K air 
fee/5g = 27.00 K 
[Collection Hans-
Herman Paetow]

Fig. 5 (right): 5th 
March 1941, Genoa 
F e r r o v i a / P o s t a 
Aerea, to New York. 
Rate: L 1.25 over-
seas letter to 20g + 
L 16.75 air fee/5g = 
L 18.00 [Collection 
Alfredo Bessone]

Fig. 7 (left): 22nd 
November 1941, 
Langenau to Oak-
land CA, showing 
US  Examiner 1497 
a t w o r k i n S a n 
Francisco. Rate: 
overseas letter, first 
20g, 25 Rpf + air 
fee/5g 215 Rpf = 
240 Rpf.  [Collec-
tion Rex A. Dixon 
FRPSL]




